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ble, could not attain its object, and therefore could 
not be made. In this case, the bill had passed both 
Houses, and could not again come under the ac- 
tion of either, except by the express provision of 
the Constitution. That provision ismandatory and 
explicit. It prescribes the only legislative action 
which can take place on the President’s objections, 
and the bill. The House is directed ‘to enter the 
objections at large on their journal, and proceed to 
reconsider it,” (the bill) The question of recon- 
sideration, three(ore, is :aised by the Constitution. 
It is a reconsideration of the bill—not merely of the 
vote on its passage; itis the only question which is 
raised in reierence to the bill, and it is one which 
the House is not at liberty to evade or suppress. 
The objections which the Constitution requires the 
President, if he does not approve, to assign, 
do no more than suspend the bill, which, with- 
out them, would become a Jaw; and which, 
notwithstanding them, may become a law, if, 
on the reconsideration which is not only per- 
mitted, but prescribed, it is “approved by 
two-thirds.” The Constitution, therefore, clear- 
ly contemplates that when a bill is return- 
ed with objections by the President, it shall be 
subjected to the test of another voie. The import- 
ance attached to this requisition by the wise and 
patriotic framers of the Constitution, may be in- 
ferred from the provision that “in all such cases, 
the votes in both Houses shall be determined by 
yeas and nays.” If the Federal Executive had 
been invested with ap absolute, instead of a qual- 
ified veto, there would have been no necessity for 
these precautions, to insure a vote on the recon- 
sideration. Congress are no more at liberty to fail 
or refuse to reconsider the bill returned with ob- 
jections, than the President would be to decline to 
approve or return it with his objections. ‘Whe bill 
cannot be altered, in any respect, by one or both 
Houses. The House to which it is returned is not 
at liberty to separate the objections from the bill. 
They are to be entered on its journal; and the bili— 
if two-thirds shall pass it—is to be sent, “together 
with the cbjections, to the other House.” Before 
any bill can become a Jaw, it must be “presented 
to the President.” Ifhe approve, itisalaw. If 
he return it, he is bound to siate his objections; and 
Congress are not permitted to convert the qualified 
power of the Executive to subject a bill to another 
direct vote on the yeas and nays, into an unqual- 
ified and absolute veto, as they may effectually do 
by refusing to proceed to the reconsideration, or by 
silently acquiescing in the President’s objections 
without another vote. The objections of a Presi- 
dent operate as a check on the unconstitutional or 
inconsiderate legislation of a mere majority in the 
first instance; and two-thirds, on the reconsidera- 
tion, are as effectual a check on the veto. 


Under the Constitution, “each House may deter- 
mine the rules of its proceedings;” but, in this par- 
ucular case, the Constitution itself has determined 
the rule of proceeding. The question, then, is, 
whether that rule is paramount or inflexible; or 
whether, like ordinary rules, it can be modified, 
suspended, or abrogated. Does the reconsideration 
enjoined by the Constitution give the House a 
more extensive power over the bill than it had 
under its own rules afterits passage? it is not de- 
nied that the reconsideration involves the merits of 
the bill, as well as the force of the Executive objec- 
tions; nor that deliberation and discussion are essen- 
tial. Itis maintained, however, that the action of 
the House is prescribed, and that it is limited to a 
single object—and tha! is the reconsideration of the 
bill as it passed both Houses, and as it was return- 
ed from the Executive with his objections. If it 
can be laid on the table, or postponed, or commit- 
ted, it may be withdrawn from the reconsideration 
ef the House by the vote of a mere majority. 
That same majority may refuse to take it up again. 
and thus prevent a vote on the reconsideration, 
In this instance, a majority have laid the bill on the 
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table, and have refused to take it up. It depends 
on the will of that majority whether it shail be 
taken up and reconsidered at all. They have 
then claimed, and by iorce of numbers exer- 
cised, an authority which may altogether disre- 
gard and dispense with the positive requisition 
of the Constitution. They have separated the 
bill from the objections. The former may, or 
it may not, be brought to a direct vole on its 
merits with the yeas and nays. It may be expe- 
dient for the bare majority of four, by which it 
originally passed, to permit this bill to slumber 
forever, under the indirect vote to lay on the table— 
a vote which does not involve the merits of the 
bill, nor meet the requisitions of the Constitution. 
The power to lay on the table, is a power which 
can also commit to a select or standing committee, 
or t0acommittee of the whole, where the yeas 
and nays cannot be had, or which can postpone 
indefinitely beyond the session. The power as- 
sumed in these different modes is the same. It is 
the power to contro! the Constitution by arbitrary 
rules, and by the party vote of a bare majority of 
one House of Congress. The message containing 
the President’s objections has been referred to this 
committee. The power of the committee does not 
extend beyond the* subject referred, Reasons or 
recommendations may be reported, in answer or 
in connexion with the objections; buat it is not com- 
petent forthis, or any other committee, constitu- 
tionally to report any measure which will obstruct 
the reconsideration of the bill. The committee 
can, then, neither suggest nor accomplish any 
practical object of legislation, consistent with the 
Constitution. They cannot report an original bill, 
or any amendment to the bill now on the table. 
They may recommend an impeachment or a cen- 
sure of the President; but, if this recommendation 
assumes the form of a resolution, the question in 
the House ison the report of the committee, and 
not on the bill. As two questions cannot be voted 
on at once, this question must either supersede the 
reconsideration of the bill, or it must interpose a 
new question, not contemplated by the Constitu- 
tion. 


It is not maintained that the consideration en- 
joined by the Constitution precludes discussion in 
any form; but that the reconsideration of the bill, 
with the objections, is imperative, and that it is not 
within the legitimate power of Congress, by any 
sort of parliamentary device, to avoid it, or to alter 
or modify the direct question presented by the Con- 
stitution, by qualifying or connecting it with any 
other extraneous question, If it be truc, then, that 
this committee can report no measure to the House 
affecting the bill which the House is required to 
reconsider, nothing remains which they can do, but 
to present, in the shape of a repor!, arguments 
which could be as weil, if not beiter, presented in 
debate. This is the most innocent design which 
can be imputed to this movement. It is to imbody 
in a more imposing form, and to present from a 
new point of attack, principles and prejudices 
which have always been hostile to the true spirit 
of the Constitution. Under the specious pretext of 
defending Congress from what is imagined to be 
an attack on their constitutional righis, it is sought 
to strip the other departments of Government 
of powers which the Constitution has confided 
to them; to remove every constitutional obsiruc- 
tion to the arbitrary will of Congress; to de- 
stroy the equilibrium of our well-considered sys- 
tem of government; and to assume unlimited 
jurisdiction, not only over the co-ordinate branch- 
es, but over the States and the people. En- 
couraged by the present embarrassed condition 
of the country and our public affairs, deriving 
fresh political hopes from the general gloom and 
despondency which their own proceedings have 
cast over the Union, it is attempted to extort from 
the sufferings of the people some sanction for 
principles of government which their judgment 
has never failed to repudiate. The history of our 
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tween the several departments. It has sometimes 
happened that all the departments combined to 
overthrow the Constitution, and, but for the intelli- 
gence of the people, and the controlling power of 
the suffrage, in restoring the supremacy of the 
Constitution over the Legislature, the Executive, 
and the Judiciary, such combinations must have 
been fatal to our institutions. While it is the priv- 
ilege and the duty of every citizen to arraign 
either department of the Government, or any pub- 
lic officer, for infidelity to the Constitution and 
the laws, it is neither wise, just, nor patriotic, for 
one of those departments to impair the confidence 
or the harmony which should subsist between the 
separate branches of the public service, by fomeni- 
ing prejudices and discerd. They are all agents of 
the people. Their duties are prescribed by a law 
which all acknowledge as supreme. 

Without inquiring into the motives which in- 
duced the framers of the Constitution to distribute 
the powers of our government as they have done, 
and to confer the particular power in question on 
the Executive; and without reviewing the actual 
experience of the Government, as to what (from. 
a supposed analogy, not at all obvious, to certain 
powers in ether Governments) is commonly called 
the veto power, it is natural that the mind should 
approve or condemn the exercise of this power, ac- 
coraing to its interests, opinions, or prejudicés, on 
the subject to which it 1s applied. This is true, 
not only as to this, but as to all other powers of 
Government. Zeal in the pursuit of some cherish- 
ed object of interest or ambition induces some men 
pot only to complain when they are thwarted by 
what they easily believe to be an improper exer- 
cise of power, but to make war on the established 
forms of government, and to seek, by revolution 
or radical change, what they cannot lawfully ob- 
tain. The disposition, which has been recently 
manifested to some extent, to disturb the well- 
adjusted checks of the Constitution, by claiming 
powers for Congress which that instrument does 
not confer, or by denying to a co-ordinate branch 
of Government powers which it dees confer, in 
order to establish a particular sy+'em of party po- 
licy, or to carry an election, must be regarded with 
deep regret and serious apprehension by the peo- 
ple—those whose province it is to judge, and who, 
free from the bias of mere party politics, can think 
and feel and act ander the superior influences of 
patriotism. Oar Government has survived the 
shock of many severe political contests, because 
hitherto these contests have involved only a dif- 
ference of opinion as to the principles and poliey 
of the Government, as organized. It has been 
deemed unwise, as well as dangerous, to exaspe~ 
rate local or general prejudices against the acknowl- 
edged forms of the Government, and to enlist the 
spirit of revolution as an auxiliary to the spirit of 
party. 

It has been lately proposed to abolish the powers 
resulting to the Executive from the clause of the 
Constitution already cited. There is no evidence of 
any disposition to second this purpose, either on 
the part of Congress itself, or on the part of the 
States. Despairing of any peaceful change, it isnow 
proclaimed that this power is so dangerous to lib- 
erty as to justify an appeal to arms. This is 
urged by those who desire to secure the enact- 
ment of measures believed probably by a majority 
of the people of the United States, and certainly 
by the present Executive, to be either unconsti- 
tutional, or grossly inexpedient and injurious. To 
obtain the charter for a national bank, when there 
are few bold enough to believe that any prudent 
man would hazard his capital or his confidence 
under the charter, or still further to impoverish 
an already empty and indebted treasury, it is pro- 
posed to abolish, by amending the Constitution, or 
by revolution, one of the checks by which the Ex- 
ecutive Department is authorized to arrest the un- 
constitutional measures of Congress. A double 
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janovation is medilated against the Constitution, 
and violence is invoked to annul one of its Execu- 
tive bayriers, because it is an obstacle to the en- 
croachmenis of the Legislature. If the veto pow- 
er, as it is called, were abolished in the Executive, 
it would remain in the Judiciary; unconstitutional 
legislation might still be atrested there, and it 
would not be in the power of two-thirds to control 
the decisions of the Supreme Court. Hence it is, 
perhaps, that distrast has been recently so emphat- 
ically expressed as to the competency of that court 
to decide on questions which have unfortunately 
arisen as to the authorily of the Government to col- 
Ject any revenue since the 30th of June last. The 
objects of those who believe that ceriain measures 
ot party policy are of more consequence than the 
present organization of our Government, can only 
be partially accomplished by abrogating the veto 
of the Executive. 
veto of the Judiciary, the veto of the people. All 
the powers of our Governmen!, into whatever 
hands they may be distributed, must be exercised 
under responsibility to the laws and to popular 
opinion. When a President returns a bill to either 
House of Congress, with his objections, he is re- 
sponsible to the law, to all its penalties, and, like 
every Representative of aSvate or a district, he is 
responsible also to the people. These are the great 
checks of our system; and they are serving the 
most important end for which they have been es- 
tablished, when they restrain the licentious ambi- 
tion which is chafed only by constitutions, by laws, 
or by the popular will. 

For the first time in the history of our institu- 
tions, they are exposed to a novel experiment. [It 
1s, nevertheless, one contemplated by the Constitu- 
tion. It is to be tried under very peculiar circum- 
stances. Itremains to be seen wheiher a Vice 
President, called, in the regular order of events, to 
the chief executive office, can administer the Gov- 
ernment without a party pledged in advance to ap- 
prove or to oppose his administration; or, in other 
words, whether the vigor and security of our Gov- 
ernment abide in the Constitution and laws, orina 
mere party. With regard to the constitutional 
convictions of the present incumbent of the execu- 
tive office, on some of the subjects to which they 
have been applied, it is undoubtedly true that they 
were known to those by whom he was nominated 
and elected to the second office of the Government, 
and by many of whom he is now bitterly de- 
nounced for being what they, in the election, pro- 
claimed him to be. With regard to the exercise of 
the veto power in this insiance, a recurrence to a 
few tacts of public notoriety and recent date will 
enable an impartial public to decide. 


Before the death of the late President, his proc- 
Jamation had issued, convening Congress in extra 
session. The necessity for this was alleged to ex- 
ist in the state of our finances. Congress assem- 
bled on the 3ist of May, 1841. It has been in 
session, with the interval of rather more than two 
months, ever since. Various expedients were re- 
sorted to, during the extra session, to enable the 
Government to meet its engagements and defray 
its ordinary current expenses. Since that period, 
the pay of the army, the navy, and the civil list, 
has been frequently suspended, from the utter 
destitution of the treasury. Loans authorized by 
Congress have failed to be negotiated on any 
terms. Treasury notes of Government have ce- 
preciated, and been returned by the needy public 
creditor under protest. Every device to sustain 
the sinking credit of the Government, short of a 
direct tax, has failed; and this, at a period when 
our foreign relations were eminently precarious. 

The distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands from the treasury of the United States to the 
treasuries of the States was among the earliest 
measures urged at the extra session. A loan for 
$12,000,000 had been authorized for the relief of 
the national treasury, but not negotiated, when a 
bill distributing the proceeds of the public lands 
passed both Houses of Congress, and, with the ap- 
probation of the Executive, became a law. It 
contained a clause withont which it could never 
have obtained either the legislative or the execu- 
live sanction, providing, in view of the embar- 
sassed condition of the treasury, that, whenever the 
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duties on any article of foreign importation ex- 
ceeded 20 per cent., the distribution to the Siates 
should cease, and the proceeds of the lands should 
again be applied to pay the debits and defray the 
expenses of the Federal Government. A revenue 
bill also passed at the extra session, raising the du- 
ties On most articles which were free under the 
compromise of 1833 to 20 per cent. This bill was 
framed with the design to avoid any conflict with 
the 20 per cent. principle of the compromise of 
1833, or with the 20 per cent. condition in the dis 
iribution act. 

At the commencement of the present session, 
the President, in his annual message, apprized 
Congress ihat there would be a deficit in the treas- 
vry on the Ist of January, 1842, of $627 557 90. 
Ata sub:equent period of this session, he urged on 
Congress, in a special message, the inability of the 
treasury to meet the demands created against it by 
appropriations which Congress had made, the ne- 
cessily of providing adequate raeans to sustain 
the Government by an increase of duties on im- 
ports, and every other weans within their power. 
He also recommended the repeal of the distribu- 
tion act,and a pledge of the Jand fund for the 
redemption of the public debt. Though less tHan 
haif of the $12,000,000 loan authorized by the act 
of 1841 had been taken, and though Congress 
found itself under the necessity, at an early period 
of this*session, of authorizing an issue of $5,000,000 
of treasury notes, in addition to the loan of 
$12,000,000; yet no revenue bil] was reported until 
the 3d day of June, 1842, after Congress had been 
in session six months, and when the country was 
looking anxiously for an adjournment. Congress 
had gone on meanwhile to appropriate many mil- 
lions of dollars, which the Government did not 
possess, and which it could not obtain without the 
agency of the Legislative Department. The rev- 
enue bill was reporied on the 3d cf June, and 
taken up, for the first time, in Committee of the 
Whole, on the 8h oi June. 

The final reduction of duties to 20 per cent. un- 
der the compromise of 1833, was to take effect on 
the 30h of June; and then the distribution under 
the act of 1841 was to commence, provided the 
duties were not raised beyond 20 percent. On the 
7th of June, the Committee of Ways and Means, 
which had reported the revenue bill on the 3d, 
brought in what was called a provisional bill, the 
ostensible object of which was to provide for a 
temporary collection of duties until time could be 
afforded for the passage of the general revenue bill. 
The necessity for some such measure was alleged 
to exist, on account of a doubt whether duties could 
be collected after the 30th of June, without addi- 
tional legislation, The revenue bill provided for a 
general increase of duties beyond 20 per cent., and 
its passage would necessarily have enforced the 
suspending clause of the distribution act. The pro- 
visional bill reported on the 7th of June, contained 
no reference to this suspending clause of the distri- 
bution act. A second provisional bill was reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, with the 
same general objects as the first, which had been 
reported only two days before, and with a proviso 
repealing the suspending clause of the distribution 
act. The first provisional bill was never consid- 
ered. The second was passed by the House on the 
15th June, went to the Senate, returned with 
amendments, which were concurred in on the 25th 
of June, and was returned by the President, wiih 
objections, on the 29th of June. These objections 
were founded on the deplorable condition of the 
treasury, and on the expediency of adhering, under 
the circumstances, to the terms on which distribu- 
tion had been authorized by the act of 1841. The 
revenue bill did not pass until the 5th of August. 
It was returned, with the President’s objections, on 
the 9th. 

These objections are now before the commitiee. 
They are substantially the same as those which 
accompanied the provisional bill the 29ibh of June. 
The revenue bill contained a clause most unequivo- 
cally repealing the suspension of the distribution 
#ct, which its own passage would have enforced; 
end thus it was, in effect, the enactment of a new 
distributien law, appended to the revenue bill. 

Each House deliberately refused to strike out 
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this clause, and persisted in associating, in ludi- 
crous contrast, tWo measures—the one, an act to 
raisée money for the support of Government by the 
imposition of taxes; the other, to distribute the 
land revenues to the Siates. The majority of both 
Houses had proclaimed, with the concurrence of 
the President, in September, 1841, that distribution 
should only be made when the duties were below 20 
pereent. The majority of both Houses had again 
and again proclaimed, in 1842, the necessity of 
raising the duties above 20 per cent., and yet in- 
sisted on distributing the land fund, without regard 
to the conditions they themselves had so recently 
prescribe¢—withcut regard to the situation of the 
*treasury—anid without regard to the burdens which 
might be imposed on the people. They might 
have attempted to raise revenue from imposts, 
and to distribute the land fund, in separate bills. 
Then each measure would have rested on its owa 
intrinsic merits. But they persisted in connecting 
them in one bill. The restriction in the distribu- 
tion act of 1841 was designed to guard ageinst in- 
creasing the burdens of taxation, to fill a vacuum 
which might be occasioned by distribution. The 
legis!ation of 1842 is designed to create a vacuum, 
that it may be filled by increaved taxation. There 
is probably no precedent in the history of any Gov- 
ernment, for the union, under such circumstances, 
of a revenue and an appropriation bill. As there 
was no necessity for such union apparent to the 
public, we are at liberty to infer that it resulted 
from a consciousness that one or both the measures 
could not have separa'ely commanded a majority. 
The exigencies of the national treasury were sup- 
posed to furnish a favorable opportanity for Con- 
gress to extort terms on which alone the Govern- 
ment should be supplied with revenue to meet their 
own appropriations. It would have been as proper, 
under the circumstances, for Congress to annex a 
charter for a bank, or a fiscal agent, or a fiscal cor- 
poration, as a condition precedent toa revenue bill; 
and to raise an issue with the President or with 
their constituents, if such a bill had not received 
the Executive sanction. 


[tis a great mistake to suppose that this is an 
issue between the majority of Congress and the 
Presicent. There is an issue between this same 
wajority in 1841 and 1842. The President abides 
by terms which this majority prescribed for them- 
selves and the treasury in 1841, and they can pre- 
fer no accusation against him for adhering to their 
own position. He might, with more propriety, 
upraid them for abandoning it. The issue is be- 
tween this majority and the country. They who 
arraign the President for obstructing the will of 
Congress, should be well assured that Congress 
does not obstruct the will of the States and the peo- 
ple it represents. Congress is neither infallible nor 
irresponsible. If this were a question in which 
none felt any interest besides the President of the 
United States and the members of Congress, there 
might be some plausibility in the attempt to nar- 
row the issue to them; but the subject of revenue 
is one in which those who pay, are apt to feel as 
deep an interest as those who levy taxes. Every 
citizen of the United States, moreover, feels a so- 
licitude in the Government, and all that concerns 
it; in the fundamental principles on which it is 
based; in the measures which characterize its ad- 
ministration; in its justice, its faith, and its fame; 
and the judgment of no impartial man can be 
blinded or biased by the effort to conceal the true 
points of this issue, under cover of a petty political 
altercation between a party majority in Congress 
and the President. 

Has the President either assumed a power which 
does not belong to his cffice, or has he abused a 
power which does belongto it? It has not been 
denied that the power in question exists under the 
Constitution. Indeed, it bas been propesed to 
abolish it by amendment. If it has been abused, 
it was done either corruptly and wantonly, or un- 
der an error of Executive judgment. If there is 
evidence of the least corruption in the President’s 
conduct, he should be impeached. The power of 
impeachment has been confided to the House of 
Representatives. It is the duty, therefore, of the 
majority, who accuse the Presicent, to arraign him 
under articles of impeachment before the Senate, 
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if they believe him to be guilty of any impeacha- 
ble offence. Ii he bas neither assumed power, nor 
abused it corruptly, thea the issue dwindles to a 
mere question—¥ ho is right as toa measure of pol- 
icy? it the undersigned were allowed, by the cir- 
cumstances which compel him to omit many con- 
siderations very proper to the subject, he would not 
despair of showing that, independent of all the ex- 
traneous prejudices and political feelings which the 
advocates of error on this occasion endeavor to 
bring to their aid, the mere openion of the Execu- 
tive in this case is right, and the mere opinion of 
Congress is wiong. The narrative of legislation 
on the subject of revenue, at the late extra session, 
and since December las!, which has been given, 
will furnish the facis from which, witsout expla- 
nation or argument, the country wil! be enabled to 
judge whether the majority in Congress or the Pres- 
dent have erred in matters of opinion. The occasion 
is both too novel and too grave to permit an argu- 
menton such minor questions, affecting the compa- 
ralive taste or wisdom of the majority of Congress 
and the President. As to the mere question of opin- 
ion, however, the President should not be con- 
demned, without some charity by those who con- 
curred with him so recently as September, 1841. 
If the charge preferred by this majority is under- 
stood, it involves no breach of the Couastitetion, or 
of any law on the part of the President; but they 
accuse him of obstructing their will. The accusa- 
tion implies either a genera! infallibility on the 
part of the accusers, or a particular exemption 
from error on this occasion; or it denies to the 
President the right and the responsibility of judg- 
ing on a subject which Congress submitted to his 
judgment. They will find that there are two sides 
to this question. The Executive is a co-ordinate 
department of the Government. The President is 
under no obligation implicitly to approve every 
bill which the Legislature may pa’s. He is com- 
manded either to approve, or, if he cannot approve, 
to return, with objections, all bi/ls sent to him; and 
Congress are required to send to him ali bills which 
they pass. I: is alleged, however, as a compiaint, 
that the President has thought proper to exercise 
bis constitutional discretion, and withheld bis ap- 
prebation from other bills which Congress have 
passed. Sill, the question of power and the 
question of duty on his part, and on the part 
of Congress, is the same in each instance. Can 
Congress excuse themselves for refusing to piro- 
vide revenue for the Government, because the 
President did not approve either of the forms 
in which, at the extra session, they attempt- 
ed to charter a Bank of the United States? Is 
the issue, which has been so solemnly pro- 
claimed on this cccasion, to embrace the long-agi- 
tated question of currency, besides that of revenue? 
Do the msjority mean to declare that they will per- 
mit no revenue to be collected (or, in other words, 
that the Government shall cease) unless two condi- 
tions are submitted to: first, the charter of a bank 
in some form; and, second, the distribution of the 
land fund? If this be the object, then these ques- 
tions should have been ail connecied in one bill. 
It has been deemed prudent, however, to connect 
only two of them. The questions of distributing 
the land fand, and of raising revenue for the sup- 
port of Government, were united in such manner 
as to leave it doubtful whether the majority of 
Congress considered themselves bound to provide 
revenue first for the States, or for the United States. 
Since they insisted on uniting them ina second 
bill, after a former bill had been vetoed on account 
of their union; and since it is now declared that 
Congress is disgraced if it recedes so far as to sep- 
arate the questions; and that the United “States 
Government shall bave no revenue, ualess the 
Jand fund is distributed to the States, there can no 
longer be a doubt of the determination, either to 
bestow the ways-and means of the Federal treas- 
ury on the State treasuries, or to starve the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. ‘The majority seem 
not only resolved on this, but they are resolved to 
accomplish their object only in one particular 
mode—and that is, by legislating on the two sub- 
jects in the same bill. 

What, then, is the issue? Itis not whether the 
power exercised by the President is a lawful power. 

































Its existence is conceded by the proposition to 
abolish it, It is not whether that power has been 
corruptly abused. If this is believed, the majority 
are guiity of culpable neglect of duty in not im- 
peaching. It is not whether the States shall have 
the Jand fund; it is not whether the United States 
shall have a revenue; but it is whether this Gov- 
ernment shall have revenue, and the States shall 
have the Jand fund in a particular form of legisla- 
tion, which Congress have re:clved, at all hezards, 
to persevere in—a fourm of legis!ation resorted to, 
first, to coerce the votes of Congress, and persisted 
in to coerce the Executive by putting the treasury 
under duresse. 

As the majority of Congress seem to view this 
question, it is a mere parliamentary punctilio, on 
which some of them would rouse the country 
to arms. In other aspects, however, in which it 
will be viewed by those who, in this case, are 
more impartial arbiters than either this majority or 
the President, it is a question worthy of the most 
serious consideration. The Government has now 
no revenue. Itisin debt; itis completely organ- 
ized under the forms of the Constitution; its Legis- 
lature, its Judiciary, its Executive, are at their 
posts; its army is in the field; its navy is on the 
Sea; its representatives are honorably accredited 
by all foreiga Governments as the representatives 
of foreign Governments are here. There is pro- 
found peace and a general sense of security 
throughout the country. Our fields are teeming 
with abundant harvests. Industry and economy 
are gradually repairing the evils of extravagance 
and iadolence, and, as they develop cur great 
national resources, they are restoring a general 
confidence, which will revive prosperity, and teach 
us (for a time, at least) the danger of preferring 
again artificial wealth and celusive splendor to 
real independence and <ubstantial comfort. With 
the means of individual happiness and national 
glory within our reach, the people of the Usited 
States may well ask why it is that the Constitution 
has failed—why the laws are impotent—and why 


- the Representatives of twenty-six States, and sev- 


enteen millions of people, are unable to provide 
revenue to save the Government from disgrace 
and dissolution. A majority of these Representa- 
tives have given the answer. Itis because they do 
no’ choose to do what they have the power to do, 
They forget their duty to the country and the Con- 
stitution, and remember only the imaginary resent- 
ments which they suppose to exist between them- 
selves and the President of the United States. If 
these resentments were real, will the country toler- 
ate a suspension of the entire Government until a 
political dispute is seitled, by revolution or reason, 
between those whe ought to feel on both sides a 
weight of official responsibility which permits no 
motive of ambition or animosity to inflict on their 
country the consequences of their passion? Whence 
can such resenitmenis arise, unless from motives of 
ambition equally unworthy of a President and a 
legislator? If the majority in Congress wish to 
submit an issue to the country involving any poli- 
cy of Government, any question of constitutional 
liberty or legislative expediency, let them not pre- 
sent itin the shape of a mere controversy between 
themselves and the President; let them invoke the 
judgment, and not merely the prejudices, of their 
countrymen to decide it. 

It too often happens that a party attempts to pre- 
scribe law for the Constitution, and to interpolate 
substantive restrictions or enlargements of the 
powers to be derived from the text. Necessity or 
expediency is always the pretext. The first neces- 
sity and the soundest expediency in a Government 
of a written Constitution, is to preserve its organic 
law inviolate. That instrument may be as effect- 
ually changed (and the Government is changed 
with it) by this means, as by an amendment in 
the prescribed mode. The Constitution is design- 
ed to furnish a permanent, uniform, and pniversal 
rule of government, while parties finetuate and 
change with the caprices of passion or the convic- 
tions of judgment. These decisions of mere party 
are too apt to be regarded as authority; and heace 
the conflict which frequently occurs between them 
and the Constitution itself. The undersigned has 
already expressed bis conviction that the proceed- 








ings in this cave are in conflict with the Constitu- 
tion. It is to be regretted that it is not the only 
evidence of a disposition, during the present Con- 
gress, to disregard the authority of that instrument, 
or to create unnecessary collisions between the 
Legislative and the Executive Departments. 
When a subject distinctly embraced in one bill has 
been the cause of the Executive objections to that 
bill, respect for the opinion of a co-ordinate de- 
partment, or desire to avoid unnecessary collis- 
ions with it, would suggest the propriety of not 
immediately pressing that identical subject upon 
the consideration of the Executive, without some 
iatimation of a change of opinion. The objec- 
tions of the President to the provisional reve- 
nue bill, and the general revenue bill, are the 
same. They relate to the insertion of a clause 
directing distribution of the land fund without re- 
gard to the rates cf duties on smports. Toe first 
bill was temporary in its duration, and compara~ 
tively unimportant in its objects. It was sent to 
the President in advance of the second, and only 
five days prior to the 30th of June, when it was 
alleged there wou!d no longer be authority to col- 
lectrevenue. It contained a clause in relation to 
the distribution of the land fund. It was vetoed 
oa account of that clause. On the 5th of August, 
Congress passed the second or general revenue bill, 
containing aclause still more unequivocally an- 
theorizing distribution, notwithstanding the 20 per 
cent. restriction of the act of 1841. Whether the 
first of these bills was designed only to feel the 
way for the second, and to ascertain if the Presi- 
dent could be branght to the dilemma, atter ob- 
jeciing to that bill, of either vetoing a revenue bill, 
or submitting to the distribution clause, in order to 
obtain the means of carrying on the Government, 
or to re-enact, by the vote of a majority, a s'ogle 
principle which had been so recently vetoed, and 
which could not obtain the vote of two-thirds, it is 
a part of the history of these proceedings which 
may shed some light on cur examinalious. The 
legislation of Congress, at the late extra session, 
on the subject of the bank and its various modifi- 
cations, illustrates the same disposition. Two bills, 
under different titles, but both for the object of 
chartering a national bank, were successively 
passed, sent to the Executive, and were returned 
with objections. If, then, there has been a dispo- 
sition on the part of the Executive to resist the ac- 
tion of Congress oncertain subjects, there has cer- 
tainly been a corresponding disposition on the part 
of Congress to attack, and to repeat the attacks, on 
the Executive. 

Congress have appropriated the money required 
to carry on the Government. They have author- 
ized the debts which are contracted. They alone, 
under the Constitution, can furnish means of 
meeting their own appropriations. It is not in the 
power of the minority of Congress to legislate. 
All that the Executive can do is to convene Con- 
gress, should it adjourn without providing revenue 
to carry on the Government. Itis hoped, how- 
ever, that calmer consideration will inspire some 
motive of public duty stronger than any feelings 
of party resentment. The threats of violence which 
have been heard from quarters whence better 
ccunsels should have proceeded, will not disturb 
the repore nor provoke the dignity of a free and 
enlightened people. 

THOMAS W. GILMER. 


Mr. INGERSOLL read a report on behalf of 
himself and Mr. RooseveLtT, two members of said 
committee, also in opposition to the majority re- 
port, as follows: 


The undersigned, members of the select committee 
to whom the President’s message is referred, sub- 
mit a brief and hasty protest against the elaborate 
report of the majority. 

Free government depends on constitutional 
checks; otherwise, democracy is despotism. Each 
House of Congress has an absolute negative upon 
the other. ‘The American judiciary exercises 
power to annul laws. The Union and the States, 
respectively, in some instances, nullily each other’s 
legislation; the sovereign arbiter, being the people, 
never yet, in more than fiity years of prosperous 
experience, failing to interpose their political om 
nipotence, peaceably, intelligibly, and for the gene- 
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rat welfare. In addition to these fundamental prin- | 
ciples, which arethe conservative bases of our free 
institutions, the Constitution of the United States 
req I;xecutive Magistrate, if he disap- 
proves an act of Congress, to return it, with his ot 


) 


weclion o its authors, and call upon them to re- 
consider, before it can become a law. There is no 
veto, as is too often supposed, either inthe word o1 


the spirit of the Constitution; but mere authority 
lor executive legislative reconsidera- 
on Unfounded resemblance has been 1gnorant- 
ly supposed between this American provision fo! 
deliberation to prevent errors of passion and pre- 
ihe absolute inhibition of the Ro- 
man, or the modern royal veto. There is no re- 
semblance whatever between them. ‘They are as 
unlike as free and absolute government; as unlike 
as the Polish veto {every member of 


reference to 
and 
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which allowe 





a single branch legislature, without reason, to re- | 
pudia un { its proceedings by his single and | 
oliltary voice Equally unfounded is it to sup- | 
pose (as ignorance of their operations frequent- 
ly does) that the monarchs of France and Eng- || 
land are not ubsolute enough to use the veto, 





They use it every day; one of them, in the 
exclusive right of inivating all 
and boih of 
influence. What has been passionately stigmatized 
as the one-man power In this country, Is, in princi- 
ple, the same thing as the separation of Congress 
into Lwo bodies, to correct the errors of each other; 
though much less powertul, because the power of 
amayjority, by asingle vote in either House, is abso- 
lute, while that of the Evecutive is merely suspen- 
sive and subordinate. Had all the members of the 
House of Representatives voted on the tariff bill, it | 
would have been either carried or lost by one vote— 
and that, the casting vote ofthe Speaker. There is | 
much of one-maa power in all free government. 
‘The majorities in Congress in 1774, on all the | 
essential points and principles of the declaration of | 
rights, were but one, two, or three. All the great | 
critical questions about men and measures, from | 
1774 to 1778, were decided by the vote of a single | 
State, aud that often by the vote of one individual. 
The Declaration of Independence itself was so 
earried. The English revolution of 1688 was de- 
termined by one or two votes in Parliament. ‘The 
King of France was condemned to death by a very | 
tew votes. Jefferson was elected in place of Burr, 
The expedi- 
tion in 1745, from New England against Cape 
Breton, which gave peace to the world, was car- 
ried in the House of Representatives of Massachu- 
setts by a single vote. Most of the acts of Congress 
in the memorable session of 1794, were carried by 
the casting vote of the Vice President. The vote 
ot New York, which finally led to the convention 
for forming the present Constitution, after the fail- 
ure of the Virginia attempt, by which on!y the 
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by one vote. The first Bank of the United States 
failed to be rechartered by the casting vote of the 
Vice President. The late Bank of the United 
States was negatived, when first proposed, by the 
rasting This instructive enume- 
ration might be much enlarged, teaching that the 
responsibility of one man has often saved States 
and changed constitutions. Sach salutary execu- 
live authority has been exercised from the outset of 
the American Government with marked approval 
by an intelligent people, wisely appreciating, in 
their chief representative, the inestimable value of 
a firm and judicious interposition of this conserva- 
tive and indispensable relief. For the first time in 
the annals of the United States, this immediate em- 
anation of the Constitution is subjec ted, on the mo- 
tion of an ex-President, (the chairman of this com- 
mittee.) to the obstruction of the mere technicalities 
of leg:slation. The Constitution commands us to 
journalize the President’s objections, and then vote 
ontbem. ‘The House did so on his premonitory 
objections to a like bill, but sent himanother. Had 
we power to do so?) Were not the functions of the 
House exhausted by the previous proceeding? Can 
they reiterate upon the Executive a bill which he 
has returned, and the House cannot carry? No 
such attempt was ever made before. The under- 
signed fee! ut their imperious duty to protest against 
and only means left to a minority, 
preventive of the unconstitutional acts of an angry 
majority, believing that the time Is near at hand 
when they will themselves most regret, as all will 
mdeimn, the innovation, 
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Chief Magistracy was unavoidably followed by col- 
lisions between him and the party who selected 
and elected him, because he suffered himself to re- 
main in the hands of their advisers, instead of his 
own. ‘Those whose political sympathies the un- 
lersigned enjoy are in no respect answerable for 
this strife, Which they have uniformly treated with 
moderation; adhering, however, to the faith of their 
own politics. We neither made nor ( 
the quarrel; but calmly and conscientionsly, with 

Nn 


all due respect to majorities inexorably ruling in | 


wth Houses, stand upon our rights, and maintain 
the even tenor of our way, relying upon the people 
lo correct and restore whatever may be amiss, as 
they have been doing with alacrity ever since the 
disastrous commencement of the untoward legisla- 
tion of sessions of Congress which have now en- 
dured for nearly twelve months of the last fifteen. 
All the elections since afford unquestionable proof 
that, if there is any wrong in the Federal Govern- 
ment, the constitutional means of restoring right 
are in full and active operation. While thus abi- 
ding their time, the minorities of the two House: 
of Congress abide by the principle that the First 
Magistrate of a great people is entitled to respect; 
and even by opponents should be treated with de- 
corum. We know no difference in language and 
feeling towards the President and those which we 
use toward each other in Congress. His not being 
personally present is, in our opinion, no reason for 
malhgning his motives, traducing his character, or 
vilitying his adminisiration. The most strenuous, 
inflexible, and successtul opposition consists with 
ihe language and spirit of moderation; and if the 
people are the intelligent sovereignty supposed by 
our insututions, would be more popular than indig- 
nation, violence, and obloguy. ‘The President has 
communicated his objections to an act of Congress, 
against which numbers so large in both Houses 
voted, as to prove, beyond doubt, that LIS extremely 
objectionable; and which we, in common with every 
one of those large numbers, representing, as we 
have every reason to believe, the wishes of a large 
majority of the American people, conscientiously 
deem unwise, unjust, and, as many think, unconsti- 
tutional. The President’s objections are contained 
in a respectful message, temperate in tone, per- 
suasive in argument, and developing topics which 
we believe will meet with popular acceptance. Of 
the several messages of the same kind, drawn from 
Mr. Tyler by this Congress, candor and history 
will acknowledge, we think, that the last is the best, 
in all the merits of reason, diction, and temper. 
The Constitution gives him the right which his 
conscience enjoins him to exercise. Allowing the 
Chief Magistrate, therefore, what every President 
*is entitled to, and has enjoyed on such occasions— 
simply to speak and act for himself —the next step, 
according to the Constitution and uniform practice, 
should have been forthwith to take the votes of the 
House of Representatives, which would undoubt- 
edly have shown thatthe President is sustained by 
very nearly, if not quite, a majority. 

The undersigned regret the novel and (as many 
conceive) unconstitutional innovation to which the 
President’s objections are subjected—not for his ac- 
count, but that of constitutional liberty and con- 
gressional propriety. We believe thathe is perfectly 
right in insisting that the public lands shall not be 
withdrawn from the assets of the Federal Govern- 
ment, when, with all the elements of resource and 
abundance proffering their relief to Congress, it 
persists in reducing and degrading the country, for 
the first time,to the extremities of financial want 
and pecuniary distress. We go much further than 
the President. We think that, under such circum- 
stances, to withhold the magnificent real estate of 
this Union from public mortgage, is an act of mad- 
ness and suicide difficult to conceive of human 
passions. We have not a doubt that nine-tenths of 
the people of the United States strongly disapprove 
of it, and that a majority of those misrepresented 
by majorities in Congress, whatever their impress- 
ions might be as to the proper disposition of the 
public lands under ordinary circumstances, are 
anxious that, in the present emergency, they should 
be applied to restore the credit and relieve the cry- 
ing wants of the Government. The objection is 


equally w@ll taken to the monstrous misalliance of 


the lands and the impost in the same bill—per- 
nicious to fair legislation and orderly Government. 
Armies and navies unpaid for months; disbanded 
and dismantled, not for want of revenue, but 
through party passion; Congress, without theit 
own favorite compensation, putting fetters and ve- 
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toes on all the operations of Government, betray a 
spirit of petulent self-denial, the counterfeit of self- 
government. A member of this committee impre- 
cates executive counteraction, by putting the whole 
country, stripped and scourged, to the torture of 
trial, who ean longest bear the agonies of destitu- 
tution—thus poisoning the very wells of public sen- 
tment; arousing ruthless, revolutionary counter- 
acuon, if the people are not wiser than some of 
their Representatives. Party, an element and help 
of patriotism, may be prostituted to anarchical dis- 
sension. ‘The undersigned trust that revolutionary 
views are not common in Congress, as we feel 
sure that they are not acceptable to the people. 

It is not for this protest to explain or enforce the 
Executive objections, Letting them speak for 
themselves, we vindicate constitutional rights, 
and deprecate wrongs by Congress. Without ob- 
jecling to any censure or measure deemed proper 
by the frustrated majority—any appeal to the peo- 
ple—we should spare them this protest, but for the 
character, temper, and tendency of the counter- 
action inflicted—net so hurtfully on the Chief 
Magistrate, aS on republican institutions. The 
present proceeding, with all its angry antecedents 
and violent results, is without example, without 
warrant, and of evil tendency. 

The deplorable condition of the treasury of the 
United States is notorious; not only without money, 
but, as has been said, without law for raising it. 
The President’s exposure of this penury is humil- 
iating truth, which unrelenting opposition wrings 
from him, to justify the repeated mis-called vetoes, 
also wrung {trom him by the same pertinacious op- 
position. A.complicated scheme ot (im many par- 
ticulars) high-pressure impost, calculated to re- 
vive appeased dissension, and perpetuate unap- 
peasable discontent, forced through Congress by 
inexorable legislation, carried by a majority of one 
vote if all had been present—of but four as it was— 
is returned by the President, with objections, for 
reconsideration. The House of Representatives, 
which ought to be thankful for the opportunity of 
it, turns upon him with indignant denunciation; he 
is threatened, and only threatened, with impeach- 
ment; and, by false analogy to the memorable 
affair of English ship-money, is told, contrary to 
the genius and the letter of our mild laws, that 
his head ought to be brought to the block. Dis- 
cord is proclaimed as the order of the day. Con- 
ciliation is said to be disgracetul, and concession 
out of the question. The undersigned flatter 
themselves that these are but hasty ebullitions 
through the safety-valves of free government. 
When appeal to battle is menaced, we cannot be- 
lieve that the battle of bloodshed or civil war is 
contemplated, but presume nothing worse than 
conflict by the ballot-box, not the cartridge-box. 
‘Fhe columns of this capital and of the public 
press, albums, magazines, and various other re- 
positories of the ardent temperament which betrays 
itself in such appeals, may excuse the suggestion 
that possibly they are intended neither for the 
cartridge-box nor the ballot-box, butmerely forthe 
band-box. During the nearly twelve months of 
irksome and inglorious session of this Congress, to 
the great annoyance of the community, appeals to 
passion have been much more common than to 
reason. By the eminent mover of this committee, 
none of the great subjects of deliberation have 
hardly been spoken of—banks, exchequer, finance, 
bankruptey, tarifi—upon any and all of which his 
wisdom and experience might have afforded ed- 
iltying discourses; while all the minor topics of 
personal, party, and especially presidential ex- 
asperation, have never failed to be vexed with 
implacable and indefatigable agitation. 

It has been said, in the course of indignant 
harangues, that there is not only no money, but 
no law to raise it; and that the Chief Magistrate, 
like a profligate King of Great Britain, collects 
revenug without law. Party wish did, perhaps, 
beget mistaken impression to that effect, to which 
mere professional opinion gave color. But mature 
consideration, and the true philosophy of interpre- 
tation, satisfy the undersigned, and they believe the 
most distinguished jurists of the country, that it is 
unfounded apprehension to think that Congress 
ever could have intended, by any act or omission, to 
leave Government without aliment for its subsist- 
ence. ‘This important question will be settled by 
the Supreme Court of the United States, in whom 
the undersigned, with the great body of the 
American people, without distinction of party, 
repose confidence. The aspersion of that tribunal, 
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inferred from English history, is pot only unjust 
disparagement, but inaccurate historical recoliec- 
tions Even the twelve judges of England never 
did, as has been said, unworthily submit to 
royal dictation; but many of them (although their 
tenure of office, salaries, and perhaps lives, de- 
pended on the King’s pleasure) manfully  resist- 
ed his rapacious will. In the United States, the 
public money—which the President is laudably 
anxious to raise by Jaw, through the ordinary 
means—could not be employed in his profligate 
indulgences in war or other offensive applica- 
lion; and we trust that the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, in no way dependent 
on the Executive, whenever they come to the 
solemn adjudication of this vital question, will 
deal with it, as they did at their late session with 
another, which, probably, provoked the unjust 
imputation on their rectitude--treating this ques- 
tion of impost, as they did that of slavery, with 
integrity and independence. The undersigned 
hope they will come to the conclusion, which all 
lovers of their country must desire, that, instead 
of deserving capital punishment, the President is 
entitled to the thanks of dispassionate men_ for 
anxiously enforcing the law concerning unports, 
Nor will we omit this occasion, while vindicat- 
ing that court, for expressing grateful acknowl- 
edgments to it for having, contrary to many pre- 
possessions, by independent judgment, sustained 
the most delicate provisions of our Union against 
the clamors and prejudices of negrophilism. Fi- 
nally, the undersigned are assured, that whatever 
the court does, they will not leave (as has been 
strangely imagined they must) the determination 
of this great question of law to the arbitrament 
of juries. There is hardly a juror in the coun- 
try who does not know that property, liberty, and 
order, are best preserved by maintaining that ven- 
erable jurisprudence which, in civil cases, leaves 
to juries only questions of fact, and refers to 
judges questions of law. The undersigned have 
no fear of the judiciary. They dread no veto or 
dictation from a President. They are not alarm- 
ed by crises of party. American republican an- 
nals are a continued series of formidable cén- 
junctures, without detriment to the republic—an- 
tagonism without commotion--State and indivi- 
dual conflicts without civil war, or any unwhole- 
some catastrophe. The churitable ballot-box is 
always at hand, with inestimable relief, to vent 
all passions. We are happy to find that a por- 
tentous committee—the offspring of indignation-—- 
proposes no fatal act, but its proceedings will ge 
out in harmless explosion. Eloquent invective 
angry denunciation, philippics of speech and print, 
inflict no fatal blows on the solid bulwarks ot 
this great empire, which advances steadily in 
greatness, increasing in population, production, 
and power, rejoicing in peace and plenty, while 
antagonist parties and ambitious individuals strug- 
gle for its honors with fierce but harmless re- 
crimination. Republican Government would else 
be bereft of its rational attractions and manly 
support—the noble excitements of a free press, 
free speech, and universal suffrage; admirable 
substitutes for the stagnant tranquillity, frivolous 
recreations, and dreadful energy of despotism. 
Let the battlements of this Capitol continue to 
rock with salutary agitation. Our reliance is 
in the majestic strength and serenity of a sovereign 
people. 

The undersigned cannot believe that Congress 
will adjourn without enacting a law for revenue. 
They will not afford the President so great a tri- 
umph. The public distemper is so easily remedia- 
ble, that those in power never can answer to the 
community for longer failing to apply the remedy. 
The minority is not responsible, nor the President, 
nor even the Senate. The Honse of Representa- 
tives is exclusively the national purse-bearer. By 
the majority of that House should be annually re- 
plenished and arranged its receipts and issues, as 
the report of the majority of this commiitee argues. 
Most of the troubles experienced by the present 
and penultimate administrations, including the 
overthrow of the latter, are atiributable to supere- 
rogatory Executive efiorts, beyond Executive duty, 
to repair disordered finances—disordered by ill- 
judged and calamitous acts of Congress. The peo- 
ple will hold the majority of the House of Repre- 
sentatives responsible for this their appropriate 
and chief office. It is disreputable to them that 
restoration so easy has been long deferred. No 
country in the world has such resources and facili- 
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lies for revenue. One year’s administration of 
such laws as Congress should enact, would draw 
from the inexhaustible means, the labor, the inge- 
nuity, the commerce, the manufactures, and the 
public lands of the United States, superabundant 
income. But, as with the fatal distribution of sur- 
plus revenue among the States, distress and demor- 
alization began, so are they continued by the same 
egregious impolicy; insisting on alms—giving a 
pittance of land sales to the States. The under- 
signed discern, with deep disapproval, that the re- 
port of the majority of this committee, in conformi- 
ty with the votes of its chairman, strenuously ar- 
gues distribution of the public lands to pay the 
debts of the States. This is not the occasion to de- 
velop the dangers of that much-condemned scheme. 
In preference for another, and much better, nearly 
all Congress coincide in opinion with the Presi- 
dent and the people, viz:—that immediate relief 
would proceed from a moderate, discriminating, 
permanent tariff. Why is it not a law? Why may 
it not be atonce? Who hinders it? Is party pas- 
sion to prevail, or magnanimous patriotism? The 
undersigned will not doubt, even though perhaps 
doomed to disappointment. 

This mortal issue, if cast by Congress upon an 
injured, insulted, oppressed, and outraged people, 
may return, with dread responsibility, with deep 
lamnation, to plague the inventors of such mischiet. 
Those we act with are ready to go forth, and be 
tried by the country, in full confidence of popular 
justice. Others will determine for themselves, and 
for us too, as we are but a minority. The repost 
of the majority proposes nothing but that the Presi- 
dent be assailed, and the Constitution assaulted ; 
the President impeached without trial, the country 
dishonored in him for exercising, almost under 
Congressional duresse, an unquestionable and 
much-cherished power, dear to a noble people, 
which it is the wildest dream of excited party to 
suppose that people willeversuffer to be stricken from 
the Constitution. Mean time, what is to be done? 
Are Congress to call out more vetoes? Like bar- 





barous nations, worshipping demoniac creatures of 


their own malignant imagining, are we allto be sac- 
rificed to the evil genii of Discord and Despair? 
Are distraction and inaction to minister furious and 
dreadtul redress? The undersigned rely on popu- 
lar providence, which, in severer trials, has, with 
the smiles of Heaven, overruled whatever perils 
have beset our (till now) thoughtful and considerate 
country. No God of battles is invoked for our 
rescue, Deprecating such shocking profanation, 
we humbly trust that no battle or bloodshed, no civil 
war or massacre, is the only umpirage to determine 
for rational freemen the simple quesuon whether 
they will support or repudiate the Government of 
their own creation. Wedo not despair. We do 
not fear that savage infatuation will cast away for 


future scorn the present adiniration and refuge of 


the world, 
C. J. INGERSOLL. 
JAMES I. ROOSEVELT. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested the propriety of or- 
dering the reports to be printed, and of the House 
proceeding to the consideration of the army bills, 

The SPEAKER observed, that the gentleman 
from Massachuseits had a motion pending before 
the House in relation to the various reports that 
had just been laid before it. 

Mr. ADAMS renewed his motion to print the 
three reports; and moved, in addition, that the 
message and bill be also printed, and that the bill 
be made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. BOTTS wished to understand the question 
before the House; if it was to print a!l three of the 
reports. The gentieman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
INGERSOLL] had presented a report from a minority 
ot the committee; and if it was a mere paper, not 
intended for the action of the House, it was not 
necessary to have it printed. 

Mr, JOHNSON of Maryland rose to a point of 
order. The motion was to postpone the consider- 
ation of the reports and bill till to-morrow, and 
print them, That he understood to be the sub- 
stance of the motion; and the consequence would 
be, that the bill, which was laid on the table, would 
have to follow the cons:deration of the rep. rts; 
while the Constitution rquired that the action 
shonid be on the bill. 

The SPEAKER said he would remove the gen- 
liemen’s objections, by referring tu a dee sion he 
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had already made—that it would beat all times in 
order to move to take up the bill. Ii the gentle- 
man would make that motion now, ard a majority 
sustained him, the bill would at o1c2 be brought 
before the House. 

Mr. JOHNSON sail he did not wish to throw 
any obstacles in the way of the business of the 
House, and that he would withdraw bis point of 
order. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to vary his motion so as to 
leave out the printing of the bill, of which, he said, 
a sufficient number had already been printed. 

Mr. ADAMS answered thai the reports would be 
incomplete without the bill; and thst no person 
would have the meanscf judging o: any part of 
these proceedings, without having the whole sub- 
ject before him. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that he wonld not 
object to the printing of the bill, it the gentleman 
desired it. 

Tne question was then taken on Mr. Apams’s 
motion, and carried. 

Mr. WISE then moved that the House proceed 
to the consideration of the bill on the table, that 
had been returned with the Presidenw’s objections. 


Mr. FILLMORE suggested that the army bills 
had been lying nearly a week, waiting forthe action 
of the House, and that the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Stanty] was ready with the report 
of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses. As these bills were very 
important, be hoped the gentleman would permit 
the report to be tazen up and acied on. 


Mr. WISE considered that his motion was much 
more important than thatof the gen leman from 
New York, as it was to carry ou! ‘he iwjunetions 
of the Constuiution. He insisied, tieretore, on his 
mction,. 

Mr. BOYD called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS asked if the 
table. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was rot. 

The question was then taken, and resulted— 
yeas 99, nays 104, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bid 
lack, Biack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
C. Caldwell, J. Campbeil, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Colquitt, Cushing, M. A, Cooper, Daniel, R. D. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, Gerry, Gilmer, Patrick G 
Goode, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Habersham, Mar- 
ris, Hfastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Huuter,C J. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, W.C. Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Joues, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Littletield, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClel!an, McKay, 
McKeon, Mallory, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Parmen 
ter, Payne, Piumer, Proffit, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rheit, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, “haw, Shields, 
William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob 
Thompson, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, James W. 
Williams, Jose, h L. Williams, Wise, and Wood.—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff! W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Appleton, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Brockway, 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, William B Camp- 
bell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, 
John ©. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, 
Deserry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Law 
rence Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Inger 
James Irvin, James, John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, 
MecKennan, Thomas F. Marshall, Samsen Mason, Mathiot, 
Ma tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Mor 
ria, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Pow- 
ell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Rando!ph, 
Ruyner, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Salton- 
stall, Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Srat- 
ton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart. Summers, Talia- 
ferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Triplet, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Joreph L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Christophe: H. Williams, and Augustus 
Young—104, 


Mr. STANLY, from the committee of confer- 
ence, appointed to consider the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the bill from the Sen- 
ate entitled ‘An act respecting the organ:zation of 
the army of the United States,”? made tie follow- 
report: 

The cemmittee appointed to conduct the conference on the 
part ef the House, upon the subject of the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses upon the amendments of the touse to 
the bill of the Senate entitled “An act respecting the organi- 
zation of the army, and for other purposes,” have met a 
committee appointed on the part of the Senate; and, after a 
full and free conference Upor the subject of said disagreeing 


motion was deba- 
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said committees have agreed to recommend, and 
nmend, to their respecuve Houses, as follow 
wi 
i the Hous f le from i's first a Ime ) f 
t f said bi bands ££ ment of d 
y ja y ald first se ame i I t 
i in 
i how i 
he 1 { Mar iu! I men 
ridit = re [ i 
ly 
Chat t s er i ) 
Hoa 
I t 4 aid Mau 
it “8 I N 1 t 
I Rena i 1d igreen yu it 
amendment of the House, |respecung the re-ealistment, | addit 
a proviso { end of the tir » 100, l agi » Said 
amend 
Pha i ede from its ame e ) s 
j fsa and agree to said an led bya 
ut ) it, fro and alter tics y Oct 
ihe ~ ary rs at the iu af armories ali recetyv a 
we ! j lollar a im va quarter-year 
and 1 t ilitary etor ers at the arm¢ 
ies and ea i i t Pr burg Water- 
v li Ww ’ t 1 twelve hundred 
and fifty dolla a la payable 1 ike ma o 
] id pa ‘ I 1 ry storekeepers sha t 
hf ischa f their dutt 
as ~ [ t War all prescribe; and the two military 
i i riz the act he 2d Mari ha 
I ¢ } “ ‘ I l nd ity dollars per annum 
Andi no military storekeeper at ars na hall, after the Ist 
aay of Octo rnex receive, a3 pay or emoiumen’'s, beyond 
ew hundred dollars per annum, besides quartera actually 
pro ccupied as such; andthe number authorized to 
be thus employed ts hereby limited to ten; and all other offices 
« ary ywekvepers are hereby abolished and disconu 
uedon and alier sa ist day of October; acd the officers here y 
diam ishallt allowed three m pay i addition to the 
pay 1 s to which th ay be entitled on that day. 
And nove o 1@ abov iamed officers, and no officers at 
armor ) y grade whatever, shall hereatfier receive en 
1 ’ d, or any ; sation Or commutation, be 
yond ir supulated pay in mo except quarters actually 
provided for, and occupied by, such officers.” 
1 Senate recede from ita disagreement to the ame 
I ( he Hou the fourth section of satel bill, and agree 
iid a lments, With an amendment, viz: after the word 
“offices in the second line, insert “of one inspecter general;”’ 
an! that the House agree to said amendment 
Pha Senate recede from its disagreement tu the amend 
House to the sixth section of said bill, and agree 


! ame ment 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina rose toa 
qneston of order. He contended that ‘be committee 
of couference had gone beyond their sphere, and 
had, ins'ecad of confining themselves to the differ. 
ences en the two Houses, undertaken to re- 
port farher |egislation to the House with regard to 
the military storekeepers. He thought this report 
as liable to the same objections as the last. 

Mr. STANLY said there were material differ- 
ences between the reports of the two committees. 

M ‘AMPBELL saic he wished to see the 
ques ion tested, whether a committee of conference 
could xo beyond its legitimate sphere of settling the 
differences between the two Houses. 


~ 


Mr. FILLMORE contended that the question 
was nol the same now, as when the report of the 
first commitice of conference was made to the 
House. In tbe present instance, the Senate had 
agreed to the report; but not so before. 


Vir. CAMPDELL insisted upon bis point 
of ot . He had ne doubt but that the chief rea- 
Son \ House rejected the first conference re- 
port, Was co acceunt of the usurpation of the com- 
mittee u terfering with matters not consigned to 


Fhe SP“AKER overruled the point of order. 

Mr. ADAMS made some remarks in vindica- 
tien of tho committee, and observed that the title 
et “full and tree conterence” was applied to com- 
mitiees of this sort, because of the extended powers 
with which they were invested. They were not 
only to reconcile existing differences, but also to 
propose subsiiiutes and additions to measures in 
issue between the two Houses. 

After some further remarks between Messrs. J. 
CA°IPBELL end the SPEAKER, Mr. C. acqui- 
exc ne decision of the Chair, with the under- 
be could have it in his power to call 
for a < on of the question upon each separate 
reso'u ot ihe commiutice of conference. 

Mr. McK AY remarked that the report was not 
amendabdie. It must be agreed to, or rejected, with- 
out division. Should the House reject any one 
resolution of recommendation of the committee, it 
would be tantamount to a rejection of the whole 
report. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON sail that, before he 
voted, he wished to know what the Housejwould 
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gain by the report of the conference committee. 
Were any retrenciments to be effected? If he un- 
derstood the character of the report, it proposed to 
surrender more than ever to the Senate. He ex: 
pressed his surprise that the Speaker shen!d ap- 
point upon committees iference a majority of 
members opposed to 
the House. 

The SPEAKER was uusderstood to say he had 
no other means of ascertain the views of gen- 
tlemen whom he might appoint, excepi from their 
recorded votes; and, in this instance, he claimed to 
have appvinted two out of the three members of 
the committee who had voted with the majority 
upon the army bill. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON continued, and com- 
mented upon the manner ia which these confer- 
ences were managed, so as to yield always to the 
views of the Senate, and continue ex'ravagant ap- 
propriations. For one, be was not 
yield to the recommendation of ihe commitiee on 
this occasion. 

Mr. STANLY regretied the course of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jonnson,] and pro- 
ceeded to show how the friends ot retrenchment 
would gain by ¢greeing to the report of the con- 
ference committee, He instanced the saving to 
be effected by dismounting the second regiment of 
dragoons, and by the curtailment of the military 
storekeepers. The gentteman from ‘Tennessee 
could not expect to have all his ideas of economy 
carried. It could not be expected that the com- 
mittee, when they had representations from pubic 
officers that the service would suffer, and the arms 
and property of the Government be exposed, 
would recommend very great retrenciment in the 
army. 

Mr. W. 0. BUTLER spoke in favor of the re- 
port. He considered that the House bad gained 
more than was to have been expected. In relation 
to the military sterekeepers, one half were to be 
dismissed, and the pay of the remaining halr re- 
duced. The impolicy of abolishing them alto- 
gether, be thought, was apparent. There were 
about half a million of dollars’ worth of arms at 
each depot; and should an educated officer of the 
ordnance department be put in the place of the 
military storekeeper, to take charge of all these 
arms, he believed that those arms left in the cus- 
tody of the storekeepers would te taken care of. 
The storekeepers were held responsible in heavy 
penalties for their conduct, and served as a check 
upon the commanding and disbursing officers at the 
dex ols. 

Mr. B. went into a vatiety of explanations in il- 
lustration of the system and of the reductions pro- 
posed to be made. He was not, however, com- 
prehended with sufficient clearness to be justly re- 
ported. 

Messrs. EVERETT, CALHOUN, and BAR- 
TON, also participated briefly in the debate. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia remarked that this bill 
had now been before the two Houses, in the 
different shapes it had assumed, for months; and 
there was evidently a propriety in disposing of 
itas early as possible. After the disagreement be- 
tween the two Houses, it was referred to a com- 
mittee of conference, who reported, and whose re- 
port was disagreed to by the House. A new con- 

erence committee was ordered, and on its report 
the House was now acting. At this late period of 
the session, atter all the difficulty which had been 
encountered, he submitted the question to candid 
consideration, whether the House shculd not agree 
to the action of the committee, rather than risk the 
loss of the whole bill. He putit to the House to 
say Whether it was not time they were paying 
some respect to the views of the committee. If 
each and every gentleman had not got just such a 
bill as he desired, be would see, in the necessity 
for action on the part of the House, some reason 
for yielding his objections, and permiiting the bill 
to be passed. Mr. S. concluded by moving the 
previous question; but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. HOLMES, who made a few remarks in op- 
position to the report, and in favor of retaining the 
storekepers. He concluded by moving the previous 
question, which was carried. 

The question was then taken on concurring with 
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the committee of conference in the report, and de- 
cided in the effirmative—yeas 97, nays 65, as fol- 

lows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alle 1, L W Andrews, Appleton, 
Jabcock, Barnaid, hirdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Botts, 
Boyd, A. V. Brown, Wm. O. Butler, Thomas J. Can pbell, Ca- 
j Jol ‘ rk, Coles, Cc 

















ruthers, Chiatte . John ¢ Iquiut, Mark A 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cross, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Joha C. Pdwards Ferris. Fessenden, Fillmore, John 
G.F Thomas fF. } r, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, William 
O. Goode, idon, Gustine, Habersham, Halsted, Hays, Hoy 

kins, Hou , Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. ingersoll, Joseph 
t. luger Wo OW. Irw John P. Kennedy, King, Lewis, 
Linn, Rot McClellan, M iy, McKeon, Marshall, T. F. 8 
Mason, Jo T. Mason, Mixwell, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, 
Moore, Pearce, Pendlet Piumer, Ramsay Benj Randall 
Alexander Randall, Riggs, Rodney, Reosevelt, Sanford, Saun 
ders, Shepperd, Shields, Wm Smith, Stanly, Stratton, John T 
Stuart, Summers, mumter, Richard W. Thompsou, Jacob 
Thompson, Tomlinson, Turney, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, 


Ward, jWarren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Edward D 
White, Thos. W. Williams, James W. Walliams, Christopher 
Williams, Josepii L. Williams, Wise, and W |. 97, 

NAYS-- Messrs. 8. J. Andrew Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, 
Averigz, Biker, Barton, Bidlack, Brockway, Milton Brown 


Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, G. W. Caldwell, Patrick C 
Caldwell. Calhoun, John Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Cary, 
Casey, Childs, ClitTor Daniel, Dean, Everett, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Gerry, Giddings, Graham, Holmes, Howard, Hudson, 
V 
N 





Vin. Cost JI tnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, Abraham McClellan, 
McKennan, ird, Morris, Morrow, New 
ird, Owsley, Parmenter, Payne, Pope, Powell, Reding, Rey 
nolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Rogers, Wm. Russell, James M. Rus- 
, Sa stall, Slade, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sweney, To- 
land, and Underwood—5. 

THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Commivee of the Whole, for the pur- 
pore of taking up the report of the committee of 
conference on the Dill ‘‘mmaking appropriations for 
the support of the army, and of the mililary acad- 
emy, for the year 1842.” 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. J. R. Incer- 
SCLL took the chair. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the d fliculties which had 
existed on this bill were all removed, by the mode 
in which the House had disposed of the bill to re- 
Organize the army; and, therefore, he moved a 
concurrence in the report of the committee of con- 
ference. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said the question upon 
this bill was somewhat different from the one just 
decided by the House. So far as the organization 
of the army was concerned, this question was iden- 
ucal with the one just decided; but this propesi- 
tion was aleo cesigned to equalize the pay of the 
officers of the same grade in the different corps of 
the army, and also io repeal the law authorizing 
the allowance of double rations. Tiese had been 
given up by the committee of conference. The 
Way these things were managed, saould be made 
known to the House and thecvuntry. The House 
originally designed to reduce the expenditures over 
two millions annually. The Senate would not 
yield, and struck the amendment out; and, in lieu 
ot the two inillion reduction, proposed to allow the 
House one hundred thousand dollars for the West- 
ern waters. This seemed to be entirely satisfac- 
tory to the member from Indiana, who was with 
him on the committee of conference. Thereupon, 
the honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. Fittmong,] the other member of 
the committee of conference, doubted the propri- 
ety of this course, because it might hereatter 
weaken the vote op the bill for harbors and rivers; 
and, before he eculd yield, there must be thirty 
thousand allowed fer the lakes. This 
seemed satisiaciory to all concerned on the com- 
mitiee, except himself. 

The House thus gave up— 

1.t. The disbanding the 21 regiment of dra- 
goons. 

2d. Equatizing the pay of the officers. 

3d. Repealing the !aw authorizing double ra- 
tions. 

4th. The appropriation for a meteorological bu- 
reau in the War Department. 

oth. The $1,050 for completing a uniform system 
of artillery. 

6h. For military surveys, $15,000 

And, in lieu «f the reduciions proposed, they are 


Mallory, Mattocks, May 





collars 


all restored, with the additional expenditure of 


$130,000 for rivers and lakes. It 1s true, some 
trifling amendments were surrendered by the Sen. 
ate—such as the pay fer the Georgia militia, which 
had been made in anetber bill; the others were not 
worth attention. Mr. J. said be should not yield 
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on any of the points referred to the sommi‘tee; and 
if he had no other reason, the very prop: si'ion 
offered by the other House would int uce him to 
resist to the last any and al! propositions that did 
not go to the full extent of the reduction propesed 
by the House. 

The committee agreed to concur in the report of 
the committee of conterence; and the Committee | 
ot the Whole rose, and reported the bili to the 
House. 

Mr. McKAY called fora division of the ques- 
lion on the amendments; which was assented to. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question; 
and it was sustained by the House. 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL ecailed for 
and nays on the first amendment; and, in the 
course of a brief debate, ('n which ke and Mr. 
FILLMORE took part,) he said he was no enemy 
to the army; but if the gentleman from New Yoik 
[Mr. FittmMore] persisted in supporting extrava- 
gant expenditures, he would destroy both the army 
and the party wiih which he was connected. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on concurring 
with the report of the committee of conference, 
recommending the House to recede from its dis- 
agreement to the firsst amendment of the Senate, 
and to agree to the amendment. 

The first amendment was the proviso to the 
first section, which the Senate had stricken from the 
bill: it was in the following words: 

“ Provided, That the recruiting service shall cease until the 
number of non-commissioned office rsi ind prive safes in the vari 
ous companies of the several arullery and infantry regiments 
shall be reduced, by death, expiration of term of service, or oth 
er causes, and such discharges as the President may from time 
to time direct, to the nuinber fixed by the act entitled ‘ An act 
to reduce and fix the military establishiment of the United 
States,’ approved Mi rch sec ond, eighteen hundred and twen- 
ty-one: And provided, further, Thatno part of this appropri- 
ation shal! be applied, aiter 30th | iy of September next, to 
the payment of the regiment of dragoons established and au- 
thorized by the act of twenty-third of May, eighteen huadred 
and thirty six : And provided, also, That no woney appropri- 
ated in this bill, or hereafter to be appropriated, shail be appled 
tothe payment of any larger sum of money to the officers at- 





ihe yeas 








tached to the generals Se to wit: those in the adjutant gener- 
al’s department, the Inspector general’s department, the quar- 
termaster general’s dep arttnes it, the subsistence departinent, 
the purchasing department, the medical deperiment, the pey 


department, the corps of engineers, the 
neers, the ordnance department, and the military ac 
the sums now paid to the officers of the same 
fantry and artillery service, whether the same 
or emoluments, or any other service.’ 


topographicé 


grade in the 


be for their pay 


The report of the committe? was conenrred in— 
yeas 82, nays 40. 

Mr. McKAY suggested that the 14th amend- 
ment should be separated from the rest; and on 
that he called for the yeasand navs. The yeas 
and nays were ordered on that amendmen, ‘and 
the other recommendations of the commiitee were 
concurred in wi'houta division. 

Tne 14th amendment was an additional item, 
which the Senate had added to the bill, as follows: 

“Por building and repairing the necessary boais, and for car 
rying onthe improvements on the Missouri, Mississippi, Ohio, 
and Arkansas r'vers, one hundred thousand dollars, under the 
duwection of the Secretary of War.’ 

The committee of conference recommended to 
the House to recede from i's disagreetent to this 
amendment of the Senate, and agree to said 
amendment, amended by adding thereto, ‘‘And 
for the preservation and repairs of pablic works 
heretofore contracted for the improve:nent of har- 
bors, thirty thousand dollars.” 

The yeas and nays were taken and rssalted as 
follows: Yeas 87, nays 54. 

So the bill was disposed of. 

The SPEAKER presented a communication 
from the Post Office Department, transmitiing, in 
compliance with the act of 6h July, 1833, a state- 
ment of the contracts, mail services, &c. of the past 
year: laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Also, two communications from the War De- 
partment—one in answer to the resoludon of the 
Ist instant, giving a description of tha person* en- 
listed into the service ; and the other in ans-er to 
the resolution the 6th ins'ant, showing the number 
of public armories and arsenals under the direciion 
of the departmen: laid on the tabie and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON asked |b: ave to in- 
troduce a resolution io refer to a select comm tee, 
and print, the bill of which he gave notice yesier- 
day, in relation to the issuing of (wo hun lied mi- 
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lions of Goverament stock, to be dis: ributed a among 
the States, dec. 

Objections being made— 

Mr. J. moved to suspend the rules, and asked 
for the yeas and nays; which having been ordered, 
were taken, and resulted in yeas 8, nays 106, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Gentry, 


Joseph R. Ingersoll, Wi 





iam Cost J i, John P. Kennedy, Alexander Randall, 
Jimes M. Russell, and Edward D. White—S8 

NAYS—Mess:s. Landritt W. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, 
Arrington, Atherton, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts, Bowne, Boys, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, Green W. Caldwell. Patrick ©. Cald 
well, William “ ‘Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Chitten- 
den, Cirfford, C m, Cowen, Cranston, Cross, Danic!, Garrett 
Davis, Richard D Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, John C. Ed- 
wards Bet ert, Everett, Fillmore, Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, 
t(samble. Gerry, Giddings, Graham, Grar rer, Green, Haber- 
sham, Hall, Harris, Hays, Holmes. Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 


liu ard, Hiudso 
Andrew “Kennedy, Lewis, Litt 
Robert McCle 1, McKay, 
Mattocks, Medill, 
Parmenter, Payne 
Benjamin Randall 
way, Riggs, 


. Hunter, James Irvin, James, Cave Johnson, 
lefield, Abraham MeClellan, 
McKeon, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, 
*, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, 
, Randolph, Reding, Reynolds, Rhert, Ridg- 
Rodney, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Russell, 


Saunders | Shaw, She pperd, Shields, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Soyder, Stanly, Stee nrod John T. Stuart, John B. Thompson, 
KR ichard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Trumbull, Turney, 


Underwood, Van Saami: Van Rensselaer, Ward, Warren, 
Washington, Watterson, Weller, Thomas W. Williams, 
W. Williams. Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. 
and Wise—1LU6. 


Mr. BARNARD offered a resolution, that all de- 
bate on the bili to provide further remedial! justice 
in the courts of the United States, shall cease in 
two hours after said bill shail be taken up in Com- 
mitiee of the Whole; and that then the committee 
shall proceed to vote on the said amendments. 

Mr. BOWNE moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion was carried—ayes 60, noes 50). 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, August 17, 1842. 
Mr. CALHOUN N pres ented a petition from Wash- 


James 


Williams, 


ingtou county, Florida, praying the admissio n of 


that Territory as a State into the Union, and 
nation of land for State purposes: referred 
Commitee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Mcses 
Archer, for arrears of pension; whica was or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further consider- 
ation cf House bill for the relief of Frederick 
Hopkins, and the petition of the widow of David 
Lynn ior a pension 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported back, without amendmen’, 
and favorably upon, 
the heirs of Major General Baron De Kalb. 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, leave was granted 
to withdraw fros, the files the petition of the heirs 
of Oiiver Parrish. 

Mr. WHITE remarked that, a few days aco, 
the Senator trom Svuth Carolina (Mr. Presron] 
moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill ma- 
king appropriation to supply the deficiency in the 
navy peasion fund was ordered to be engrossed. 
He (Mr. W.) moved that that motion be now 
taken up and considered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS explained that the object of 
the reconsideration was, he believed, to enable 
some Senator to renew the amendments of the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Wuite.] which had 
been voted down—to replace all those on the pen- 
who had been placed there under the law 
o: 1837, and who had been dropped under the re 
pealing law of last session. Therefore, a!) those 
who were not in favor of extending the system 
would vo'e against the motion to reconsider. The 
question could be as weil tested on this motion as 
on the amendments. He demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Me:srs. WHITE and WALKER made some 
remarks cn the motion to reconsider; when 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted in the negative—yeas 17, nays 19, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS Bates, Choate, Clayton, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miiler, 
Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Walker, White, 
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NAYS. ian Aten, Archer, Bagby, Benen, Buchanan, 
Cathoun, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Linn, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wiight, and Young--19. 

The question now being, Shall the 
the third time? 

Mr. WHITE said, as he could not get in his 
amendment, he wished to record his vote against 
the bill, and asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said this bill makes approptia- 
uion for pensions eee due. 

Mr. ARCHER said it not only made provision 
for those pensions actually due, but for ail the rest 
incontestably entitled. 

The question was then taken cn ordering the 
bill toa third resdine, and earried in the affirma- 
iive—yeas 25, as follows: 

Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Bu- 

chanan, Clayton, Crafts, Crittende n, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, 

Graham, Linn, Mangum, Miller, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 

oo _Tappan, Watker, Wilcox, Williams, Wnght, and 
oung—... 

NAYS -Messrs. Bates and White—2. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced a 
joint resojution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to carry into effect the provisional con- 
tract for the purchase of a light-house sile at the 
West Pass of the Mississippi river; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

THE BILL TO REORGANIZE THE ARMY. 


Mr. EVANS, from the commit’es 
ence, appointed to consider the disagrecing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the bill from the Sen- 
ate entitled “An act respecting the organ zation of 
ihe army of the United States,” made a report 
(precisely of the same character as «at made by 
Mr. Sranrty in the House, and published in the 
Giobe of yesterday) settling the disagreeing votes. 

Mr. E moved that the Senate concar in the re- 
port of the commitiee of cenference. 

Mr. BATES objected to some portion of the re- 
port, (understood to be that part touching the mili- 
tary superintendents of armories,) aod demanded 
the yeas and nays on the motion to concur. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that ail he had to say 
was, taat the House had concurred in the report of 
its committee of conference; and if the Senate re- 
fused to concur, the bill would be lost, and there 
wovld be no reduction of the army. Those, 
therefore, who vote4 against coneuriing in the r2- 
port of the committee, voted against reducing the 
army. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the report of the committee, and decided in the af- 
firmative—yeas 29, nays 7, as follows: 

YEAS—Meests. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bayard, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cratis, Crittenden. 
ton, Graham. Kerr, King, Linn, Mangum, Miller, Porter, 
Preston, Sevier, uh of Connecticut, Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, 
Walker, Wilcox, Westend Wright, and Young—29 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates. Choate, Phelps, Smith of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, White, aud Woodbridge—?. 

The bill for the relief of Jan.es Tongue, John 
Serivencr, and the legal representatives of Wm. 
Hodscp, deceased, was taken up, asin committee 
of the whole, on an adverse report of the Commit- 
tee on Clai Ds, 

Mr. WRIGHT explained 
the pissoge of the bill; and 

thir. KERR mace an elabora'e specch in defence 
of the claim, and in favor of its passage. When, 

On motion of Mr EVANS, its further corsidera- 
tion was postponed till to-morrow. 

House bill entit'ed An act for the relief of Chas. 
F. Sibbald, was read the third time and passed. 

THE CONTINGENT BILL. 

The bill “to legal ze and make appropriations 
for such necessary cbjects as have been usaally 
included in the general appropriation bill without 
auhority of law, and to fix and provide for cer- 
tain incidental expenses of the departments and 
cflices of the Government, and for ether purposes,” 
was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to reconsider the 
vote on the passage of this bill, with a view of so 
amending it as to authoriz2 a survey to be mace ot 
the harbor of Memphis, Tennessee, wiih the view 
of establishing a naval depot at that place for the 

‘ 
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con..coction of war steamers, &c., and appropri- 
wting $2,000 for the purpose. 

Messrs. TAPPAN and WALKER opposed the 
rotion; the latter Senator urging that, if any sur- 
vey was to be made for the purpose indicated, on 
any portion of the Mississippi river, it should be 
geucral. He was prepared to show that Vicks- 
burg was the best harbor on the river, and a much 
more appropriate place fo: a depot than Memphis, 
‘Tennessee, whose harbor was +o miserably bad 
that it was seriously in contemplation of Jaying vfl 
a new town, two miles below it, on the river. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he had been induced 
to offer the amendment at the suggestion of a mem- 
ber of the other House; but he was not disposed to 
go into a discussion of the relative merits of Mem- 
phis and Vicksburg. He hoped the question would 
be taken. 

The question was then taken on the moticn to 
reconsider, and determined in ithe negative—there 
being but 8 votes in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the Senate then went 
into the consideration of executive business, and, 
after some time spent thereon, adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, August 17, 1842. 

Mr. McK ENNAN asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion ; and said that, if any objection should be 
made, he would move a suspension of the rules. 

fr. BOTTS rose to a privileged motion. He 
gave notice that he should, at a proper time, ask 
for a reconsideration of the vote on the bill for the 
reorganization of the army. His object was to 
change the provision in relation to superintendents 
of the armories. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON insisted that, if the mo- 
tion was received, it should be considered at once. 

Mr. McKENNAN rose and claimed ihe floor to 
offer his resolution. 

The SPEAKER, in reply to Mr. Cave Jonnson, 
said that the.motion for reconsideration was not 
entered; and that the gentleman shovld have no- 
tice when it was. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania being entitled to the floor, 

Mr. McKENNAN submitted the following res- 
ojuuon : 


Resolved, Tivat itis expedient to pass another revenue bi 

















the same which recently passed both Houses of Con 
gress and has been returt the President, with his objec- 
tiens, to this House, entitled “An act to provide revenue fror 
imports, and to change and modify existing laws imposing du 
ties on imports, and for other purposes,’”? with the exception of 
the 27th secuio sald bill, which repeals the proviso to 
Jand distribution act, and so modified as to make tea and coltee, 
imported in American vessel > from duty ; and that the 
Committee of Ways and Mea ve, and they a ereby, i 
structed to report such a bill te this House with all convenient 


desnatch 


lvir. BOTTS moved a call of the House; wbich 
motion prevailing, tae roll was called, and resuited 
in 167 members answering to their names. 

The abseniecs were then called, and it appeared 
that 192 members were present. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to suspend further pro- 


ceedings under the call: rejected. 

The cfhece rere directed to close the doors; and 
the | being again called, several excuses were 
made aud accepted. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, all further pro- 
ceecings uncer the call were d'spensed with, and 
the doors were opened. 

Mr. McKENNAN inquired if there was any 
objection tk ré iWon, 

Objecnor ving heen made, 


lr. McKENNAN moved a suspension of the 
rules 

Mr. WISE 
modify bis re 
bringin: 
jections 

Mr. M¥cKENNAN declined any modification of 
bis motion. 

Mr. PROFFIT 

Mr. V.ORGAN 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina wished to 
know, before the question ¢n suspending the rules 
was taken, whether the resolution was susceptible 
of division, so ay to take it first on that part de- 
claring it expedient to bring in a revenue bill, and 
slop theie. 


bserved that, if the gentleman would 
ution, SO as to provide simply for 
inarevenue bill, there would be no ob- 


.sked to be excused from voting. 
moved the previous question. 
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Tne SPEAKER said that the question was pre- 
mature. He could not undertake to say what 
would be in order, till the ruics were suspended. 

Mr. WISE inquired of the Chair whether the 
resolution, if let in, would be su:ceptible of amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN mate a similar in- 
quiry 

The CHAIR said, if the previous questien should 
be called and carried, it would cut off all amend- 
ments, 

Mr. PROFFiT asked a question of Chair, which 
the loud and repeated calis to order by different 
members prevented the reporter from hearing. 

Mr. GRANGER pveotested against these inter- 
ruptions. 

Mr. PROFFiT said the gentleman from New 
York was not the Speaker. He was asking the 
Speaker a question; andif he decided against him, 
he would be conten!; but he would not be put down 
by the gentleman from New York. 

Loud cries of ‘‘order—order.” 

Mr. GRANGER insisted on the rules being ob- 
served. The gentleman had no right to ask a ques- 
tion of the Chair. 

Mr. PROFFIT replied, and, amid loud and re- 
peated calls to order, and the rappings of the 
Speaker’s mallet, was only heard to say that “he 
would teach the gentleman he was not Speaker be- 
fore the day was over.” 

The yeas and nays were then called, and result- 
ed in yeas 108, nays 85—as follows: 

Y EAS—Messre. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton, Ay- 
‘rigg, Babeeck, Biker, Barnard, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, 
Bian, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, Brewster, Brockway, Chas 


Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Cathoun, Childs, Chitten 
en, John C, Clark, Clin James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 





Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Doig, John 
Edwards, Everett, Fes ! Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Gi 
lings, Patrick G. Goo Gordon, Granger, Gustine, Hail, Ha 
1, Hays, Houck, Howard, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, J. 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wim. W. Irwin, James, Keim, An- 
irew Ke y, Robert McClellan, McKennan, T. F. Marsha 


= Ma m, Mathio M allo s, M ixwell, M aynard, M che 

Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Parmen- 
ter, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Prottit, Ramsey, Benj. Randall, 
taadolph, Read, Reding, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodsey, William 





Russe James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Shesperd, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Snyder, Stratton, Atexander H. H. 
Swart. Joha T. Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trum- 
bull, Van Buren, Van Rennsela Wallace, Ward, Weller, 


fh. D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Jos. L. Williams, Wise, 


Yorke, and A. Young—108 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Landatf W. Andrews, Arnold, 
Arrington, Athertox, Barton, Black, Botts, Boyd, Malton 
Brown, Burke, Win. ©. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. ¢ 
Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Cliflord, Coles, 


t 7 9 . . 
Mark A. Cuoper, Crave Daniel, Deberry, Egbert, A. L. Fos. 
er, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, William ©. Goode, Green, Gwin, 
Habersham, Harris, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hu 
° ‘oot J . - 


r. W la Cost . m, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lion, Littlefield, Abraham 
McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, John Thomson Ma- 
son, Medill, Owsley, Payne, A. Randall, Rayner, Reynolds, 
R , Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, William Smith, 


hert, R 
soller 1, Sutomers, Sumter, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Rich ird W. Thompson, Jaco Thom; son, 
Pripleu, Turney, Warre Washington, Watterson, Joseph | 
White, C. H. Wilhams, and Wood—*5 

Mr. HAYS said he voted in the affirmative, in 
the expectation that the resolution would be di- 
vided. 

The rules not having been suspended, as there 
was not a vote of two-thirds— 
Mr. C. BROWN asked leave io offer the follow- 


ing resolution: 


sprigg, sSsteenro 


R 1, T iH rthwith go i ( 
W I ! Uni r tl | 
ring bill No. 547, viz: a bill to supply a temporary defect o7 
rel i e cudection of duties on Imports 
i ! umn provice such a tarill 
es on articles i rte! fh foreign countries as w 
y supply all deficiencies in the revenues of the Gove 
Meet the economical ex penaltures, inda ther proper 
nands upon the treasury; and that said bill shal] take prece 
lence ofall other business unul it shall be finally disposed of, 


Mr. GRANGER objected. 

Mr. C. BROWN n.oved a suspension of the 
rules, in order to enable him to offer the resolution. 
This motion was decided in the negative—yeas 113, 
nays 81, (not two-thirds,) as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Baker, Barton, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Black, Borden, Bowne. Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. 
Caldiwe Patrick C, ¢ John Campbell, Cary, Chap- 
man. Clitford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, 
ranston, Cross, Cust * Pariel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, 





Doan, Doig, Johy C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, John G. Floyd, 
Gamb'e, Gerry, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, William O Goode, 
Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Harris, 
Ifastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hudson, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. 
Irwin, Cave Johnson, John W, Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 











— 


Nene ee ener ce ease 


{] Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, 


MeKennan, McKeon, Mallory, Thomas F. Marshall, Joho T. 





Mason, Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Morris, 

Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, 

Read. Redmeg, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, San- 

ford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Wm. Smith, 

Snyder, 8) rigg, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 

Tillinghast, Tom in, Tron , Turney, Van Buren, Wal- 

lace, Ward, Watt Weller, Thomas W. Williams, James 

W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Wood, and Augustus 
You He, 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landatf W. Andrews, Sher- 

rews, Ay pleton, At ! Ayerigg, Babeock, Barnard, 

iir, Boardman, Bot Brockway, Milton Brown, 

wi, Burnell, Ca , William B. Campbell, 

pbhell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, 

, James Cvoper, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Deberry, 

s, Fillmore, A. L. Poster, Gentry, Giddings, Gog 

Gi , Howard, Jatnes, William C, Johnson, John 

Lane. Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, 

ne, Morgan, Morrow, Owsley, Powell, Ramsey, 

i Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 

g ey, William Russell, James M. Russell Salton- 

x n Smuth, Stanly. Stratton, Alexander H. Hf. Stuart, 

John T. Stuart, Suramers, Taliaterro, Jolin B. Thompson, R 

W. Thompson, Toland, Triplett, Van Rensselaer, Warren, 

Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Christopher 


H. Williams, and Yorke—sl. 

Mr. FILLMORE ro.e to a privileged question. 
He wished to move a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the House had refused to suspend the 
rules. He did not know whether he had a right to 
make the mouon, as he had voted in the minority, 
although it prevailed. 

After some conversation on the question of order 
thus raised, 

Mr. TOMLINSON, who voted with the major- 
ity, made the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was pul, and carried. 

The motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
House had refused to suspend the rules, was then 
carried by the following vote—yeas 130, nays 70: 

YEAS—Mes>rs. Ailen, Landaif W. Andrews, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton, Aycrigg, Babcock, 
Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Sidlack, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Brockway, Milton Brown, 
Chs. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Th. J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Clinton, James 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Garret Davis, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doig, John Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, 
Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gor- 
don, Granger, Gustine, Hall, Halsted, Hays, 
Howard, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, 
Keim, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Robert McClellan, 
McKennan, Tn. F. Marshall, Samson Mason, 
Mathict, Mathews, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Medill, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Piumer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Alexander Randal!, Randolph, Read, 

teding, Reynol’s, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Wm. 
Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, 
Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Stanly, Stratton, A. W. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, 
Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Triplett, Trambull, Van Buren, Van Rens- 
selaer, Wallace, Ward, Weller, Edw. D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, James 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Yorke, 
and Augustus Young—130. 

NAYS—Messr Adams, Arnold, Arrington, 
Atherton, Baricn, Biack, Botts, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, Wm. O. Butlr, Green W. Cald- 
well, Pairick C Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, 
Casey, Chapwan, Clifford, Coles, Co!quitt, Mark 
A. Cooper, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Dawson, 
Deberry, John C. Edwards, Egbert, A. L. Foster, 
Gamble, Goggin, Wm. O. Goode, Graham, Green, 
Gwin, Haberstam, Harris, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Wm. Cest Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, King, Linn, Little- 
field, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Mallory, John T. Mason, Miller, Owsley, Payne, 
Rayner, Rhett, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, 
Wm. Smith, Steenrod, Sumter, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Warren, Washingion, Watterson, Chris- 
topher H. Williams, and Weod—70. 

The question again recurred upon the motion to 
suspend the rules for the purpose cf receiving the 
resolution above. It was decided in the negative 
—yeas 122, nays 72, (not two thirds,) as follows: 
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YEAS.—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton, Aycrigg, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Bidiack, Birds- 
eye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brockway, Mil- 
ton Brown, Charles Brown, J. Brown, Burnell, 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, John C. 
Clark, Clinton, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, Kichard D. Dav's, Doig, 
John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
John G. Floyd, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Pat- 
rick G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, Hall, 
Halsted, Hays, Howard, Hudson, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jame: Irvin, Wm. 
W. Irwin, James, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Robert McClellan, McKennan, Thomas F. Mar- 
shall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Max- 
well, Maynard, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Mor- 
ris, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenier, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, 
Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Read, Reding, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, 
Wm. Russel!, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, San- 
ford, Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smith, Snyder, 
Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, 
Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Van Buren, Van Rensselear, Wallace, Ward, 
Weller, Eiward D. White, Joseph L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, 
Yorke, and Augustus Young—122. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, 
Athertos, Barton, Black, Botts, Boy:, 
Brown, Burke, William O. Builer, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caidwel!, John Campbell, 
Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coies, Colquitt, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Dawson, Deberry, 
Doan, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, A. L. Foster, Gam- 
ble, Goggin, W. O. Goode, Graham, Gwin, Haber- 
sham, Harris, Holmes, Houston, Hubard, Hun- 
ter, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Linn, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Maliory, John Thompson Ma- 
son, Mathews, Medil!, Owsley, Payne, Rayner, 
Rhet!, Rogers, Roosevelt, Shaw, Shields, William 
Smith, Steenrod, Sumter, Richard W. Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Warren, Washingion, 
Watterson, James W. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, and Wood—72. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular business 
to be the special order made yesterday, viz: the re- 
ports and resolution of the commiitee on the veto 
mestage. 

Mr. CUSHING movec to go into Commitice of 
ihe Whole on the siate of the Union, for the pur- 
pose of taking up House bill No. 31, being ‘*A 
bill supplementary to the act entitled ‘an act to 
modify the actof the l4th cf July, 1932, and all 
other acts imposing duties om imports,’ approved 
March 2, 1833.” 

Mr. ADAMS called for the regular order of bu- 
siness. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said the House was 
bound by the Constitution to consider the revenue 
bill, which had been vetoed, before any action could 
be had on the reports and re: olution of the commit- 
tee. Regarding this as a privileged question, he 
moved that the House proceed to the consideration 
of the vetved bill, with the President’s objections 
thereto. 

The SPEAKER said the molion was in order. 

Mr. ADAMS said the special order for 12 
o’clock was the reports and resolution of the com- 
mittee. 

The SPEAKER replied that that would 
regular ordei of business if this motion 
voted down. 

Mr. ADAMS said he called up the special order. 

The SPEAKER said this was a privileged ques- 
tion vader the Constitution, while the special order 
was made so under the rules enly. The motion 
made by Mr. Cu:nina he pronounced to be out of 
order. He then put the question to the House 
which was made by Mr. W. C. Jounson. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if that was consistent 
with the rules. 

The SPEAKER replied: The Chair has decided 
that the rules do not apply; buta majority can vote 
this motion down. 


Arrington, 
Aaron V. 
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“Mr A.V. ‘BROWN called for th the yeas and 
nays On the motion of the gentleman from Mary- 





land; which were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to lay the motion of the 
gentleman from Maryland on the table. 

Mr. WISE. That is not in order. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on Mr. 
JeHNSON’s mouion, which was deiermined in the 
affirmative—yeas 123, nay* 77. 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON then proceeded to at- 
dress the House. He avowed that he was actua- 
ted, in making the motion which had jas: been 


carried, by a desire to obey the strict mandate of 
the Constitution itself. He had 


uniformly voted 

for the bill which had been returned with th: 
Presidenw’s objections; 
J ’ 


and he would not trespas: 
on the ime of the House in the consideration of 
that message accompanying the returned bill, be- 
cause he believed that not one vote would be 
changed by the report which had been mace by 
the select commitiee, nor by any discussion which 
might be had; and that the vote on the reconsider- 
ation would stand almost precisely as it stood on 


the passage of the hill. Of the message of the 
President, he would observe, that no argument 
which it contained had changed his opinion, or 


would alter his course ; and he would say, further, 
that whoever might change his opinion on the sub- 
ject of the distribution of the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands, he (Mr. J.) never would change, uo 
it were to substitute in its place a wiser and better 
policy. He, therefore, would not remove that law 
from the statute-book by any vote of hiy, under 
any circumstances, un'il the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States should have first p'aced on the statu'r- 
book, in its stead, a law that was better for the in- 
terests and wellare of the United States. 

He did not now, nor had he ever desired a con- 
test of strength between any branches of this Gov- 
ernment; but he foresaw long ago the state of a‘- 
fairs precisely which now exists. His mind was 
therefore familiar with its contemplation, and bis 
course of action had been prepared for the junc- 
ture which now exists. He was not taken by sur- 
prise; and thre were genilemen on this floor who 
could bear him testimony that, when the Senate 
placed the fatal clause in the distribution bill at the 
extra session, he predicted it would be the ground 
for this conflict which has occurred, and that they 
would have to with most formidable difli- 
culties. 

He proceeded to notice the reflections to which 
he should be subjected by the course he was pur- 
suing; but he declared that he should pursue his 
course, Whoever might act with or against him. 
His course was taken, and his course was straight 
forward, as ii had ever been 
intention to go into an examination or survey of 
the executive dccument which was then before 
them, or of the political history of the times in 
which they lived. The hour: hand of the clock 
rolled round too rapidly to allow bim to do so; and, 
therefore, he should proceed to vindicate his own 
course of action which he had thought proper to 
pursue on this floor, and which he meant to con- 
tinue. They had attained a juncture of affairs 
which was most remarkable and interesting in this 
our Government and the history of iis legislation. 
They had attained a crisis most peculiar and most 
embarrassing—a crisis which, in his judgment, 
could oniy be corrected by wise and practical! legis- 
lation. They stoud in a position where it became 
matter of debate whether they had existing any 
law by which the revenue of the nation could be 
coliected. It was a subject on which there might 
be rational and proper ground of difference of 
opinion; but his purpose was not to dwell on that 
question, but to vindicate a proposition which he 
regarded as one which the crisis in which the c: ua- 
try was found required at the hands of Congress— 
a proposition which he believed would relieve both 
the States and the nation. He had asked the House 
times again and o't, to indulge him with a select 
committee for the consideration of that proposition, 
waich the people, by their memorials, pray the 
House to consider; but the House had refused to 
consider the proposition, and thus he had been 
forced to bring it forward on his own responsibility. 


less 


contend 


He disclaimed any 


He proposed to dwell upon it fora few minutes; 
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and, in doing so, he should a tude to the President’s 
message in one or twQ particulars. 

He stated that te should vote for the bill 
had done before 


ar —— 














» as he 
, when the House should be brought 
to a test vote on that subject; but, as he under- 
the Presidents mes-age, it was ground of 
objection to the bill (and it was one of the strong- 
est objections viged) that the amount of the rev- 
enue coliecied from the sales of the public lands 
Was so small that, if it were divided, it would give 
tue Siates no relief. He had anticipated this ob- 
jection long before it was made in this Presidential 
messege; and the crisis which overwhelms the 
States of the Union had induced him to promise, 
early in the s ata convenient moment, 
he should ask leave to bring forward his plan, 


Sstoc { 


at 
es:10n, that, 


whieh goes farther and greater lengths to relieve 
the States of the _ ion than the distribu‘ion act 


itself. If the cistribution act remained on the 
Statute-book, (and he never would, by any vote of 
his, remove it, uniess a better were substituted,) 
he should even then bring forward his plan to re- 
imburse to the States the amount of money which 


this Government has reevived from the public 
lands, calenlating the interest on the amount of 
$142,000 000. 

He then proceeded to notice the amount de- 


rived from the a c lands, as stated in the Presi- 
dent’s message. Fhe Execu'ive had taken ten 
years of sales of the public !ands, and had stated 
the estimated annual amount at about $2 000,000. 
He (Mr Jonnson) took the returns of the land 
sales for ten years preceding, and be made the 
estimated annual amount to be but a fraciion less 
than $9,000,000. If, then, such were the returns, 


what was it fair to presume the average of the 
next ten years would be? Place the amount at 
what sum they pleased—bring it dewa to four mil- 


lions, if they pleased, or even to three millions— 
and he would demonsuate to the House a plan 
which was better for the Government, for the 
States, and for the people, than the plan of the 
cha rman of the Commitiee of Ways and Means. 
He had asked the House to consid r a bill which 
he reported a few days since, which contained pre- 
cisely the principles of the biil reported by the 
chairman of ihe Committee of Ways and Means, 
with the difference of a reductioa of the duties on 
cotton bagging, and including an item taxing tea 
and coffee, and incorpo:ating in it a proposition 
which he had caused to be read by its title from 
the Clerk’s table. By this plan, he estimated, for 
the first year after the passage of such a law, 
while it adhered to distribution, and was calculated 
to foster every interest of the country, there would 
be raised six millions more revenue than by the 
bill whi ch had been vetoed by the President; the 
second year eight millions; and the third year more 
than ten millions more than that bill would pro- 
duce. 


He then proceeded, as he 
tion of his 
eral sense 


said, to the considera- 
proposition, in a broader and more gen- 

He noticed some peculiar opinions of 
various sec's of politicians respeciing the duties of 
a Government, and explained to what class he be- 


longed. He _ they must adopt asystem of 
remedies that would be commensurate with the 
lisease under wh the nation was suffering; and 


hich 
ersiood to intimate that his plan would 
would give to the Goy- 


pply all its legitimate 


1 ’ 


trea in ¥ ry) cr , 
cure the exisung evils, a 


ernment revenue enough to su 
wants, 

He be ti eved that the bill whi h had been report- 
aes and whic rh had been passed, and returned by the 
President with his ¢ nections was a bill eminently 
ca ahead to a vance the manufacturing interests; 
but, if he 


framed tha ill he would not have 





aos 
haa 


levied such bigh duties on various articles of for- 
eign importation. He would, then, address himself 
especially to the great manufacturing interest. He 
believed, from the calculations he had made, that 


it woul d have been passed with the provision which 
he annexed to it, and that the consequence would 
be a permanent tariff for the next twenty-five years, 

proteciing the manufacturing interest, and giving 
relief to the Government and to the States. Let 
him, however, tell the Northern and Middle inter- 
ests, that, while they havea proposition which is 
lo give them a tariff of protection for twenty 
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years, if they rejected that part of it which gave 
relief to the States, it wouid pot stand four years 
on the s'atute book. No; they would bave, instead 
of it, another sliding seale of duties, suca as Was 
provided by the bill of 
that the two systems of tarul and distribution eould 
well harmonize and act together, let bim tell gen 
tlemen that, if they passed a tarifi bil giving re- 
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x 
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lief to the Government alune, % wt regard t 
the States, there was auother tu'erestin the coun'ry 
that would take ihe question t p, and e- hether 
they could not cipher out filteen m ons more of 
revenue by a different tanff. L say to them 
that he couvuid take up thal revenue bul, ana so 
modify it as to raise fiftcea millions more of reve- 
nue, by a different seale of dt 

He would ac ish the tarifi interest that itwa 
time for then t k at this ques n gravely, an 
not tobe frightened at the issuing of two bundred 
millions of s'ocks; for there were nove in the coun: 
try who wouli ul with himin locking to the in- 
terests of the Siates, as well as of the General Gove 
ernmen!; and if they did not, he would change his 
course accordingly. He hat never urged the dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the sales of the pub! 
lands as an abstraciion. He had urged it as 


praciical and tangible good, for the benefit of the 
States; and the only argument that he could ever 
bring himself to use before the Hous, in support 
of the proposition, was, that the distribution of the 


‘9 
it 


me 


proceeds of the public ands was calculated to bene- 
fit the States, by giving them enues j heir 
own, in accordant with aC { « on by 


which the land-, as a trust fund, were coaveyed t 
the Government. Tne principal argument agair 
that distribution, was, that the land iund,as 
isted, was so small and so meagre that it was not 


worth contending for. He x ! to the 
gentlemen, that he offered incm a prope-ition of 
a superior character; and thar was, such a mx 
tion of his propesi ion, as to afford immicdicte r 
hef, both to the pe pie an 11 he S‘ate and one 


which no person could say was indirect or ineth- 
cient. 


Alter some forther remarks from Mr. J., 

Mr. ARNOLD moved the previous qaestton; 
which was seconded by the Hicuse. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if a callof the Hou 
was in order 

‘Nhe SPEAKER replied in ihe negative 

The main question was thea ordered’, which 
question was on ithe passage of the , the Pres- 
jdenv’s objections to the coutiary notwiihetanaing 

Mr. WARREN a dto bee f h ng 
on the ground that he was cy { to the bill, and 
could not vote for it; but if he veted against i, it 
might be cons'rued into an app'oval of the Presi- 


deni’s message, which he also dteapproved ot. 


The vote was tal 


cused. 


The question recurring on the passeee of 
bill no'wiihstanding the Pr nv’ jec'ions, ant 
the Constitution requiring ths qu ! taken 
by yeas and nays, the v VAS t t : 
and resulted—yeas 91, nays 57 


YEAS-- Me \ ‘ i VLA ~ 
lock J. Ar ewe, A \ \ ; 
Barnard, Ba hi ey B i j : 
Jeremiah Brown, | I ( 
tenden, Joha ©. ¢ s, Jas. ¢ \ ( ( vis, € 
Cushing, Gar bb J i { i re, A 
Lawrence i r,G rv, G (; G . Hall 
sted, Howa i a | . ] 
James, Wjlia ( ] } P. k La i 
McKennan, Thomas F. Ma i ‘ I ix 
Maynard, Mow ’ M \i _ i ow 
Pearce, Pet , 
dall, Rand , Ridew R ev, Wi R : s 
Shey perd, Trur ~ = - y, Sra 
Alexander H. it. Stuart, .| i‘ - I J R 
Thoms : iv 
linson, Triplett, Us VW \ i 1 ; 
ward D. White, J I \\ i ! W. Walla Jo 
Be} hh. Wilt i \ 
NAYS—Me A A Bee Ridiack, Boy 
Aaron V. Brown, 4 es Brow v Vi Bu 
Green W. Caicdv Patt ' ca 
Casy, Chapt ( a Co ( } M cA 
Cooper, Damel, Rict D. Da Daw D Doan, Doig, 
Jobn C, Edwards, 0 rt, J G. Floyd, Gamble, Gerry, Gul- 
mer, William O. G Gor Gwin, Hab im, Harris. 
Hastings, lays, Holmes, H . Houston, Hubard, Hunte 
Charlies J. Ingersoll, Cave Jo J \ \ i A 
tlefield, Abraham McClellan, R rt Me in, MeKay, Mc 
Keon, Mal yy, John rhoms M ) M ews, M lil, Mi 
ler, Newhard, Payne, Piumer, Pr ~R ted 
hett, Ricgs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanios Saunder 
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William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, 
Ja Phoimys r y, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Wel 

James W. Wi ms, WV W ] 7 

The ro n called through, and before 
the vole 2 i es 

Mr. FERRIS 1 > to record his vote ia 
il e ! val 

vi { WILLIAMS objected, because the 
ge hin e bar wires bis name 
WW { 

\ OYD i he ry hd not requis 
ever! i ne Ia nh fal to vole ind, on being 
a { y no in t afiirma re, said 
that tt ‘ Ter (Mr. W: 
LIAMS| Was 1m 1 i ny m as ca'led, 
and did not v { uliei on the 
Chair to enforee the re On hima, who was so fond 

en'orelr er 

ox tt wai { i ? th e Oo be ng tne 

n onal m rity of two-t 1s 

ivi oe YAM mey lal the j is¢ rocee { o 
the con-iieraty ) report and r tion 
he select committee appointed to consider the 
Presiden.’s mes-as 


The SPEAKER said that that was the reeular 


o.der of bu-iness; and directed the Crerk to read the 





reso'uion at the conclusion of the committec’s re- 
port; which w adas folow 
“pe Dhy the S | House of Representatives of 
1 & fA 4 funwe 5 ssembled, tirg- 
H ; ng i, That the following 
e 4 ia t the ed States, in the 7U 
Bi cis oe ' f th * oa 
e-fe i 1 8 i utand par 
{ 
Tye . r } 
i i = n 
ew i rity o i Whole number 
M ANAMS ) ved that he was himsel/ pre- 
pared to vote for that resolution at this tims. He 
did not desire to take up the time of the House by 
debating ty and woenld merely ebserve that the 
alteration proposed in ihe Constitution was as small 
as could be, to be any alierat atall. It proposed 
» sul t jori the whole number of the 
louse and & », fora major of two-thirds, f 
nev ace [ fierat f i en thrne 
he P: { h his objec The reasons for 
this change were briefly sta e 
! ity So far as related 
en, trom e time tt Cot I 
adopted, op in prineis io all amendment 
of that instrumen’. fie had, in general, disap- 
proved of them; and he did net know that he had 
ever voled, since he had been a member of the 
Hou.e, for ang alterations proposed to that instru- 
ment. He had a general prejudice against any 
alterations of an instrament that be regarded in 
so solemn and so sacred a light. Unless evils 
arose of an intolerable rature, it was better for the 
' f he United States “to bear the ills they 
have, than fly t ers | | know not of.” 
With regerd to this particular provision of the Con- 
tion } been alw niavorof i', from 
e ihe Ci nst tuition was adopted til very re- 
ently; bathe could not stand the effect of repeated 
t ’ fiisS iz i 1 ft es ixbment of 
a i aS pa fithe Constitution had b 
gradually s en, > eady to vote for this 
alterati as | i 2 report. He did not 
know o ate h i numoer cl ve (SG 
called) that had heen given since the estab- 
lishment of this Conustnuution, that it wonld 
not have operated beiter ter the reuntry, 
if the measvres they prevented had = be- 
come laws. He doubted wheiher it would not 
have been betier for the nation if the power had 
not existed. As a part of the great system of 
ehecks and balances ia the Government, he was 
~iill willmg, for one, to leave the people of the Uni- 
ei Stairs lo experience the future exerci e of that 


, 


power, limitedand modified as proposed in the res- 
olution. When he spoke of experience, he need 
not go any farther than the Adminis'ration under 
which this power had been exercised much more 
requcnliy than under any other. The vetoes of 
President Jackson were all, in his opinion, among 
the most pernicious acts that could have been 
commived for the people of the United States and 
their highest interests. 

After a few further remarks, Mr. A. took his 














a re —— 


seat, intimating his intention to reply, if he thought 


proper, to anytbing that might be said in debate. 

Mr ROOSEVELT said that, at this Jate period 
of the session, when the people were looking fora 
speecy adjournment of Congress, and when appro- 
priations like that before the House could not pos- 
sibly pass, or at least could not become operative, 
he thoug!it it was useless to waste the time cf the 
House in farther discussion. He thought the 
membeys here had no right to trifl? with the wants 
cf the people, who were expecting them to do 
something, orgohome. Though it was a very 
unusual thing for him to move the previous ques- 
tion—and he though! it should not be resorted to 
except On special occasions—he felt it to be bis 
duty to move it on the present occasion. He 
hought the present was one of those periods when 
the previous question might be resorted to with 
propriety. The House had this day taken a vote 
upon a bill passed by the two Housexy and returned 
by the President with his objections, and the result 
was, a lean majorily of four votes in favor of the 
biill—the same majority by which it was originally 
possed. Though the numbers for apd against the 
bill had changed, the majority seemed to be stereo- 
typed. It was with a conviction of the necessity 
of doing something, that he was induced to move 
ice previous que-tion. 





It was p'ain that the majorily, if it meant to 
mahkea bill, had the power to do so, aad to proceed 
immediately. Hie thought it was time they were 
letiing the country Know what they meant to do, 
They had the power, and oughtto go ehead without 
a suspension of the rules. If they did not mean to 
do apy thing, he regarded it as perfectly idle to keep 
Congress in session here any longer without pro- 
viding means to replenish an exhausted treasury, 
True, he was not one of those who thought the re- 
venues of the country in such a bad situation as 
they were represented to be in; but, taking the op- 
posite party as the judges, who declared the Goy- 
ernment to be without means, he considered it 
worse than idie, to go on passing claims and 
making a ppropriaions W hen there was no money in 
the ireasory to satisfy them, and no law to put any 
there. We should do something, or go home. 
[Gries of “agreed; good.”] Ile reminded the 
ticuse, and calied the atention of the country to 
the fact, that the first veto was sent in before the 
30th of June, when the reduction of duties took 
effect, according to law. There was time enough, 
then, to hive passed a law, and to have prevented 
all the evil eflects which gentlemen complained 
had resulted from the absence of legislation on the 
subject. 

[Here Mr. ARNo_p mace an interruption; bat 
was ecatled to order. ] 

Before the evil now complained of had arisen, :a 
friend of his trom Ohio, [Mr. We LLER.] backed by 
tne uniled foree of the minority, offered a bill to 
continve in foree the rate of duties existing prior to 
the 3u:h of June—a measure which would have 
obviated the present difliculties. 

What was dore when this measure was altempt- 
ed to be introduced by the gentleman from Onio? 
Objection was mace. It could not be explained or 
cebated, A suspeusion cf the reales was moved; 
and, in one solid column, the majority voted down 
the motion. Thouch he (Mr. R.) was one of the 
minornty who advocated the fo'filment of the 20 
per cent. du'ics, as contemplated in the compro- 
mise act, yet h» was willing to carry out a higher 
rate, such as existed previcus to the 30h of June. 
Wh that view, he had offered a bill to meet the 
evil. It was notan ex post facto measure, to render 
iawful duties which had been paid; but a measure 
iniroduced in time to have met and prevented the 
contingency thst occurred on the 30ih June. This 
bill, like that of his friend from Ohio, was also ob- 
jected to; an? a motion to su-pend the rales, in or- 
der to receive it, voled dowa by the majority. 
Thus the same men who were insisting that the 
coun'ry weuld be ruined for want of legislation, 
voted in solid colamn against even considering any 
proposition whatever. ‘the minority did the best 
they could. Oa two several occasions they endeav- 








ore! to get measures belore the House—measures 
which would have been open io amendment, and 
Which the majority would bave been under no ob. 
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ligation to | pass as presented. The majority, howe 
ever, declared they would not even hear any prop- 
osition which was presented. They refused to 
permit any bill to be announced; yet the minority 
were to be told, and the country to be iniormed, 

that the distress now prevailing was occasioned by 

them! For his own part, his conscience was 
clear' He claimed no right (as they woud say in 
New England) to any portien of the censure 

Now, when the second veto had come in, how 
had the majority voted? When 2 proposition was 
made by his friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. C. 
Brows] to instruct the Committee of the Whole 
to report the bill introduced by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and which provided revenue, and removed 
the difficulties attending its collection, the motion 
could not be carried; for the simple reason that 
there were not votes enough. [Laughter.] Here, 
then, was a proposition, reasonable in its character, 
notat all restrictive, and which would not have 
prevented the majority from cfiering amendmenis. 
It really seemed be to resolved that nothing should 
be done, exceptit were de'ermined on in caucus, at 
the other end of the Capitol. The party, it seemed, 
had applied the iron rule to themelves. After ail 
their talk, in former days, about coliar-men, and all 
their dread of that insirument, they had now put 
the collar around their own necks. He hoped they 
would not blame others, whilst they were content 
to wear il. 

Although the effect of the speech he had made 
might be to defeat his motion, (as was said 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. T. J. 
CampBeLL,] who had made several remarks in 
an undertone during Mr. R.’s occupancy of the 
floor,) he would conclude by calling the previous 
question. 

Mr. GRANGER moved a call of the House; 
which was drdered. 145 members answered; and 
when the absentees were calle’, 164 avpeared. 

A few excuses here heard; when 


Mr.GAMBLE moved to suspend the further 
call of the House. 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion; whereupon 

Mr. GAMBLE withdrew ii. 

Furtber excuses were heard; when 

Mr. LINN moved an adjournment; but with- 


drew the motion upon the yeas and nays being or- 
dered. 

The House again resumed the cons 
excuses; but after a short time, 

Mr. BOTTS moved to dispense with further pro- 
ceedings in the call. Many gentlemen had left ihe 
hall, with a view, he supyosed, to enable them to 
pass the cistribution by a vote of two-thirds, and 
he saw no feason why they should not avail them- 
selves of the opportunity. 

Mr. IRWIN called for the yeas and nays; which 
were taken, and resulted—yeas 82, nays 67. 

So all further proceedings were su~pended, about 
forty minutes having been spent therein. 

Mr. BOTTS requested the gentieman froin Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Apams] to modify his resolntion, 
or permit a vote to be taken upon the report of the 
committee. Whilst it was impracticable to carry 
into effect the object of the reso'ution, he wished 
to see who were in favor of the report. 

Mr. ADAMS signified his willingness to have 
the question divided. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired if the gentleman had 
a right to modify h’s proposition after the previous 
question had been moved. 

The SPEAKER replied ina the affirmative, pro- 
vided it was done before there was a second. 

Some conversation then ensued on the right to 
bring the: House to a vote upon the adoption of 
the report alone; after which 

Mr. M. A. COOPER expressed a desire that the 
previous question should be withdrawn, and a 
motion submitted to postpone the whole subject 
until the Ist of December next. 

The previous question was then sustained—ayes 
85, noes 50. 

Mr. WISE inqured whether the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had moved the adop- 
tion of his report, or simply of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER replied, both the report and the 
fesolution. 


ideration of 
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Mr. BIDLACK moved to lay the report and the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. CUSHING called for the yeas and 
which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE inquired if it 
fora Givision, so as to take 
lating the réport cn the table. 

The SPEAKER. replied in the negative. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, as follows: 
yeas 85, nays 102. 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, 
ee Bowne, Charles Brown, Burke, 
W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Ca dwell, Cary, 
Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, 
Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Doan, Dig, Ezbert, Juhn G. Floyd, Gerry, Gil- 
mer, W. O Gooce, G rdon, Gwin, John Hastings, 


nays; 


was in order to cail 
the qnestion first on 


b eson, 
Green 
Clitford, 


Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hu- 
bard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Wiiliam W. 
Irwin, Willitzm Cost Johnsen, Cave Johnson, John 


W. Jones, Keim, Andrew 


Kennedy, Lewis, Lit- 
ilefiel!, Robert McC}: 


lian, MeKay, McKeon, Mal- 
lory, Thomas &. Marshall, John Thomson Mason, 
Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Newhard, Parmenter, 
Payne, Pluiner, Pope, Proffit, Read, Recing, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Riegs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, 
Jacob Tnompson, Tillinghast, Turney, Van Ba- 
ren, Ward, Watterson, Weiler, James W. Wiil- 
liams, Wise, anid digg d-—85, 

NAYS—Mes-rs. Adams, Allen, Lancdaff W. An- 
drews, peat 7. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birds- 
eye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Brockway, 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chii:enden, John 
C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Da- 


vis, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Geitry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Granger, 


Green, Hall, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Jo-eph R. 


Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Linn, MeKennan, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Matiock: » Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, 
Morr WwW, O borne, Owsl-y, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander 


Randall, Ran loins, ; Rayner, Ric 
William Russell, James M. | i, 
Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, 
Stratton, John T. Stuart, Summers, Talia‘erro, 
Richard W. Thompson, Yoland, ‘Tomlinson, Trip- 
lett, Trembul!, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wal- 
lace, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, 
and Augustus Young—102. 


aney 


Igway, R yy 
Russell, Saltonstall 


The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 
on the adoption of the report. 

Mr. WISE asked to be exeused from voting. 
He said the report charged the President with cer- 
tain high crimes meanors; for which, if 
he were culpable, he ought to be impeached 
as it was the constitutional duty of the Senate to 
try articles of impeachment, he, (Mr. Wiszg,) as a 
member of this House, ought not to be called upon 
to vote upon them, this Huuse having no power to 
try the President 

The House excused the gentleman. 

The yeas and nays 
sulted, yeas 100, nays 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landa! W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Botts, Mijiton Brown, Jere 
miah Brown, Burneil, Cathoun, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Casey, Chitienven, John C. Clark, 
James Cooper, Cowen, Crans'on, Cravens, Garrett 
Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Fiilmore, A. L 
Foster, Gentry, Goggin, Graham, Granger, Green, 
Hail, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Janes Irvin, 
James, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, 
McKennan, Thomas F. Marshali, Samson Ma- 
son, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Miichei!, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Owsley, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 

lexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Rodocy,J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Slade, 
'T. Smub, Soilers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stratton, John 


and misd¢ 


2, 
aut 


? 


were then called 
cy, as follow ° 
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T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Rehard W. T homps: 1, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Triplett, Tramball, 1, Van Rensselaer, 


ainsaen 


Wallace, Warren, Washington, E. D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Chris- 
topher Hf. Williams, Joveph L. Williams, Yorke, 


and Angustus Young—100 

NAYS—Meassrs. Arrinet Atherton, Beeson, 
Bidiac k, Bowne, C Brown, Barke, Green W Cald- 
well, P. ©. Caldwell, John Campbell, Ciifford, 
Clinton, C Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, 
Cushing, Daniel, Richsrd D. Davis, Dawson, 


les, 


Doan, Doig, John C. Edwards, Egbert, J. G. Fioyd, 
Gilmer, W. O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, 


Gwin, 
lopkins, Houck, 


Harris, Hastings, Hays, 


tlolme S. 


Houston, Hubard, Han er, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
William W. win, Cave Jobnson, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littefield, 
Robert McCleilan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
John Thomson Mason, Medill, Miller, Newhard, 
Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Proffit, Read, Red- 


ing, Revnolds, 
Saunders, Shaw, 
ter, Jacob T 
Watterson, 


W ood—80. 


Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Shields, Sp adi r, Steenrod, Sum. 
vompson, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, 


Weller, James W. Williams, and 


Mr. SPRIGG rose to move a reconsideration of 
the adopung the report of the committee. 
He said that tne report contained st-tements which 
had been made in this hall, the truth of 
which he had b: denied. It was asserted in 
the report, that the Execuiive of the Uniied States 
is levying millions of money upon the people wiih- 
out any auibority of jaw. 

The SPEAKER interrupted the gentleman from 
Kentucky, and informed him that there was no 
m tion pending, and therefore that Cebate was not 
in order. 

Mr. SPRIGG said that 


yoie 


before 


fore 


he desired his motion to 
be entered; and, at the suggestion of some genile- 
men, he would d-fer, for the time, the remarks he 
wished to make. He said that he was not actuated 
by any perverse feeling, for he desired, as far as he 


could, to co-; perate with the majority; but he could 
nol, conscientious!¥, do so on this question, 
The next quéstion was on the adopiicn of the 


yn which th asand pay 


ad, yeas 938. nays 90, 


resolution; s were taken, 


an > | v¢ 
ane rest as iollows: 


EAS—Messrs. Adams, Alle n, L. W. Andrews, 
S.J. Andrews, Apple ton, Arnold, Ayerigg, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Barnar rd, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Bous, Brockway, Miiton - wn, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, Joh hn ©. Clark, 
James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett 
Davis, Deberry, Joha Edwards, Fillmore, A. L. 
Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Granam, Grange er. Green, Hall, Halsted, 
Howard, Hudson, James Irvin, James, John P. 
Kensedy, King, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Mayuard, Morgan, 
Morris, Morrow, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pow- 


ell, Ramsey, Benjamm Randall, 
Iph, Rayne 


A'exander 
r, Ridgway, R 


Ran- 
iney, Wm. 


Ve] » an ct 
{ All, Ran 


Ru James M. Rarsell, Saltonsail, Shepperd, 
Slade, Sollers, one IYs Station, Joho T. Stuart, 
Summers, Taliaferro, John BP. Thompson, Richard 
W. Troemncon, . ‘land, Fomlinson, ‘Triplett, 
Trombail, Und sweod, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Wa-hington, Elward D. White, Joseph 
L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Chr:stopher H. 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, and Augui- 
tus Young—9&. 

NAYS—Missrs. Arrington, Atherton, Barton, 
Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Charlies Brown, Burke, 
Green W. Caldweil, Patrick CU. Cald well, Jobn 


Campbell, Cary, Ci fford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, 
Mark A Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard 
D). Davis, Dawson, Dan, Doig, Ezbert, Ferris, 
John G. Foy 1, Gilmer, William O. Gos de, Gor- 
don, a Gwin, fiabersham, Harris, Hastings, 
Hays, Holn Hopkins. Houck, Housion, Hub- 
ard, Hunter. "Ch iarles J. Ingersoll, William W. Ir- 
win, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, An- 
drew Kennedy, Lewis, Litiefeld, Abraham Me- 
Clellan, Robert M¢ Clel lian, McKay, McKeon, 
Malicry, Thomas F. Marshall, Johu Thomson 
Mason, Mattocks, Mediil, Miller, Mitchell, New- 

Proffit, 


hard, Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Pope, 


vag 


pete Aap Le Ne 


- 
cose stg 
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Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Say- 
der, Steenrod, Sumier, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
Van Buren, Ward, Waterson, Weller, James W. 
Williams, Wise, and Wood—90. 
Mr. MARSHALL moved a reconsiceration of 
the vote which had just taken. There had 
(he said) been no qnestion presented to thai House, 





Riggs, Roge-s, 


heen 


since the present Congress convened, which had 
been treated with greater rigor, or which wouid 
calry, by its decision, more alarming c nsequen¢ 

than the preseat. He had thought that, open a 
question proposing to change the Constitution of 
this Government, the ELiouse ovght not, under any 
circumsiances, by reas. n of the pressure cither cf 
business or of time, to have proceeded and acted 
with so much rapidity as it had done. Aud tn re- 
lation to this question, and the party who bad 
got it up, it was a maier of peculiar personal im 


poriance to hi nself thai h rea nS SHOulLd SO Dre 
lore the country I 
he should give upo» this occas! 
cisive of his place, not on sent, but for 
coming years. Fc aman who had been devoted 
to politics from his uih, and from hs youth had 
acted with a party unswervingly, it was a 
test to find himself now forced up inte 
port that which he could not approve. 
The question had been to him, whatever it may 
have been to others, a bitter cup He would not 
have tasted it if he could have avoided doing so; 


: ’ 
but having been tendered to him, he had been com- 


severe 
» tO sup- 


pelled to drink it. The question, he thought, bad 
been urged forward with some haste; and he, for 


one, had been taken by surpri A few 
ago only, he (Mr. Marsa) had been taunted by 
the gentleman standi:g at the head of the commit- 
tee which bed made this report, as being the advo- 
cate of revolutionary doe rises, ¢ 

asserted, in cer‘ain resolutions intr¢ the 
other end of the Capitel, by a distinguished Sena- 
tor from that State which be, in part, represented, 
A man so deeply read in the C this 
couniry, inevyery part of i!—so thoroughly versed 
and experienced in the practice of the Government 
ever since its commenceiment—under the ninion, 
in turn, of all the various political parties—he (Mr. 
M.) had supposed that such a with all his 
experience, and his learning, and age, and wisdom, 


months 


nia nec, as 


was 


weed in 


ns'irution ot 


! 


man 


had ai least made up his opinion on the su j ct. 
He reprated, then, that he would have asked buat 
litle time to consider the s bye *t. for the reason 


that it came from a quarter which, cn all constita- 
tional questions, challenged his respeet, were it not 
that a principle was involved, which the H 


se 
would acknowledge contradicied ail his precon- 
ceived opiniens on the subject. And as he felt 
that the taunt he had received from the ventieman 


was more bitter than he deserved, he feit glad t 
find his position and his opinions fortified by the au- 
thority and example of the di-tinguished Senato 
to whom he had alluded. He(Mr. Mar I 
had no desire to destroy the Constitution: he sto 
there to aid in admimsiering the Government ac- 


cording to the Constitution. He had been edrea- 
ted with a veneration for it inallits parts. There- 
fore it was, that he never saw it menaced, without 
some alarm; he never lis'ened to a proposition—not 


to dissolve the Union, (for it had been bis fa'e to 
hear a proposition of that kind urged and defended 
on that fisor,) but even tot rument 


‘ uch the ins 
at all, without alarm. He had been in the habit 


of regarding it as the most neriect work that ever 
emanated from the mind of ma He looked upon 
tho:e who framed it, as being at least as wise BS 
their descendants, without beipe iufl ced by the 
passions which were operating uponus. They 
had wisely formed checks, { balances, and curbs, 
and bitts, and reins, for the purpose of preventing 
abuses, which, they well foresaw, without sach 





checks 
society. 
kind. 
This, he believed, was to be made a popular is- 
sue; that they were to go before the people upon 
this question, so well calculated to produce exci'e- 
ment from one end of the continent to the other— 
the rights of majorities to govern. He (Mr. M.) 
was well aware of the difficulty of the contest; yet 


and curbs, would prevail in ¢ 
Such bad been the experience cf all man- 


y organized 
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GLOBE. 








he, for one, was opposed to any change in the Con- 
; ’ pp 5 


stituiion. And he was convinced that there was 
ho part or peruon cf the Union, go where they 
would, where the majority would not rise and 


grow restiv a change. Talk as they 


under sucn 





might about the veto, it was one of the most neces- 
ry powers known to the Constitution; and, if ta- 
} neh feared the Government of 
Mis ¢ y ula enr€ far m unpopuwial 
tnar 
There were other powe knowa to the Consti- 
ution which might, with greater propriety, be abro- 
gated. There was a body of magistacy, in whose 
choice the pecp'e had no voices, and in whom, 
ne hel , ibe ¢ asin ution had chosen | repo-e 
Ley erto declare null and void laws which kad 


been cehberatcly and f{ 


C NeTeSs, an 


passed by both 
i by the Execa- 


1 f ' 
rignio asinpe 
, il this wasa Whig doctrine, he 
had rever been a Whig. If 


put, upon the subject of the 


he were to 


selec yne form of government which would be 

more odious to him than a her, t would be this. 

No, sir, (said Mr. M.) sive my consti'uents, in 
1 


to a form of simple democracy—ihe 
here advocated—a democracy frem 
which they would shrink with horrcr,—give them, 
instead of this, a despotism in its worst forms; but 
save them fro: an isresponsible and dominant fac- 
tion 


preference 


1 , 
aemccracy 


Its efi ets weuld 


‘ 


be more terrific here, than in 
any communit 1 


y of which he had ar 
This Government was composed of 
muniiies, having seperate interests 


made the Whig test ef poli 


y kno wledge 
separate com- 
Were num- 
tical power? 
he First. 
he would 
nist. Bat an 
hereditary monarch, irresponsiile to the people — 
a corporation, sole, independent, and existing 
throveh ail time, independentiy of popular 
Will, Was entirely diffe rent lyoma Picsident chosen 

le, and responsible to them. Gentle- 
mena took the ground, and argued here as though 
this exertion of power by the Presi.ent—a power 
which the Constitrtion had placed in him—crea'ed 


bers to be 


» friend to Charles 


tme of Charles, 


He (Mr. M_.) was nm 
If he had tived in th 
ucguestionably have been a revoluil 
the 


by the ps 
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a question bet Congress and the Executive. 
He (Mr. M ) viewed i! differently. He ccnst'ered 
ittsa dispute between two survants of a common 


been made a mutual check upen 
g responsible to that master, 


and not to cach other. 


Hie (Mr. M.) was perfecily willing to get rid of 
the President; but te did not want to change the 
Consiitvucn. There could not, in his judgment, 
be two questions more entirely dissimilar than the 


two presented in that report. But he certainly did 
uot think either be, or the gentleman from whom 
the report proereded, bad reason to cemplain of 

e PKere of the veto power ona late occasion. 


f it hed not been epratifying to the gent!eman, he 
vould acknowledee, sinfu’ as it was, thet 


ee 
| 

(Mr. M)x , 
it was gratifying to him when the Whig bank bill, 
which had passed both Houses ot Congress, was met 
by a veto. Rather than have seen that bill go into 
a law, he (Mr. M_) wou'd be willing not only to 


resigu his place mm that House, but even his hepes 

of fortune and of favor tl ugh life. Ou such oe- 

casio vhere the minority are happy enough to 
> able to avat! themselves of the 


executive veto, 
or a judicial veto, or anything of the sort, he (Mr. 
NM.) would be the last man to deprive them of it. 
Nay, he wouldcling with the grasp of death to a 
wise and salutary provision, whieh the 
our forefathers kad He would 
preserve the Government in i's simple form, as 
laid down in the Constitution, against all the 
the world. He would hold to the principles which 
he had held to through life; and those principles he 
would die clasping to his bosom. 


secured to us. 


There was a peculiarity in the present state of 
affairs, Which might not happen again ina century. 
The President, when he came into power, was not, 
as he well knew, the favorite of his own party. 
laced in this position, then, and naturaliy anxious, 
as every man is, to secure to himself the posses- 
sion of power and authority; and knowing that it 


wisiom of 





eee 





was far from the intention of that party to place 
him there again, he might,. inasmuch as he had 
nothing to hope from those by whom he was piaced 
in power, have considered it best to look out for 
terms from those who had no share in bis election. 
And, after all, what is the veto, bat making it 
necessary for two-thirds to agree, instead of a bare 
majority? Parties might beequally divided in Con- 
gress, and the vo'e of a single man might serve to 
s‘enre the passage «f laws, if the veto did not exist. 

But he bed cone further into this question than 
he latended. For one, he was unwilling to see the 
Constitution ot his country changed. The people 
had eleeted not the House of Congress only, but 
the President also; and they were the true and 
proper tribunal to determine upon the question 
now at issue. He (Mr. Marsnaii) wished to 
place himself right upon the question. He thought 
Captain Ty done wrong. He (Mr. M.) in 
cenjucction with his party, bad done all be could 
0 avert the evil; and he was ready to co before the 
Cc uniry upon the issue; but he would leave the 
sutjec! wholly untouched during a time of party 
excitement. 

So the mo‘ion war not carried, there not being 
the constitutional majority of two-thirds. 

Mr. GRANGER moved that the House do now 
adjourn; but he withdrew it, at the request of gen- 
temen around him. 

Mr. ARNOLD rose; but 

Mr. MARSHALL still retained the floor, and 
said he bad been told that this subject had been 
diseu-sed everywhere. It was one that he never dis- 
cvssed before until this day; for whenever he heard 
it talked about, be remained silent, for he did not 
think preper to discuss i'; and if he had, he should 
have rendered himself unpepular. But when bis 
vote was to go on the record, he had thought it 
proper that his reasons should accompany his vote. 
Hewever, supposing the debate to be exhausied, he 
would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON renewed the mction, 
and moved the previous question. 

Mr. ARNOLDPrraised a question of order; and, 
after some discussion, 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew the motion. 

Mr. J. COOPER cbtained the floor, and said he 
wished to report a bill 

Mr. WISE inguired if he could move a recon 
sideration ef the vote just disposed of, 

Tie SPEAKER said the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had the floor. 


ier had 





Mr. WISE con‘ended that his was a privileged 
motion. , 

Mr. HABERSHAM also desired to move the 
reconsideration, for the purpose of getting the op- 
portunity to express his opinion. 

The SPEAKER said the gen‘lemen were not in 
order wh:le the gentleman from Pennsylvania had 
the floor. 

Mr. J. COOPER moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. WISE inquired if he could not have his mo- 
tion entered on the journal. 

Mr. HOPKINS said he wished to inform the 
House that the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads intend: d to ask the House to-morrow to go 
into Committee of tbe Whole on the post-road bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to withdraw his motion, for the pur- 
pose of having a bill referred to a standing com- 
mitiee, 

Mr. COOPER assented, and withdrew the mo- 
lion. 

Mr. WISE then claimed the floor. 

Mr. FILLMORE conceived himself entitled 
to i. 

The SPEAKER, however, gave it to the gentle. 
man from Virginia. 

M.. WISE then proceeded to address the House, 
and followed mainly the ground which had been 
taken by Mr. Marsnati. After speaking some 
time, he was interrupted for the reception of a 
message from the Senate. He then gave way for 
a motion to adjourn, with the unders'anding that 
he should be entitled to the floor to-morrow, 

The House adjourned at 5 o’clock. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, August 18, 1842. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from the 
New York and Albany Railread Company, pray- 
ing that Congress, ia any legislation on the sub- 
ject, will continue to the company the right to 
impo:t railroad iron on the same terms as hereto- 
fore: referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the joint res- 
olution from the House making provision for the 
safekeeping of the charts, maps, and journals of 
the exploring expedition, reported the same back, 
with a recommendation that it be indefinitely post- 
poned. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the claim of Joseph Edson. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been referred a bill from 
the House making appropriation for the construc- 
tion of a sea-wall at St. Augustine, made a report 
upon the subject; which way ordered:io be printed. 

Mr. CONRAD introduced @ tesolation calling 
upon the Solicitor ot ihe Treasury to report to the 
next session of Congress al! the facis touching the 
claim of the Ist municipality ef New Orleans to 
the tract of land in that city on which the United 
States cus'om-house stands, end his opinion of the 
legality of the title of said municipality to the tract 
of land in question. 

The resolution, after a few remar'rs by Messrs. 
LINN, HUNTINGTON, WOODBRIDGE, and 
CONRAD, was laid over, under the rule, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation thai it do pass, House 
bill entitled An actto regulate the taking of testi- 
mony in contested elections, and for other pur- 
poses. 

The joint resolution introduced by Mr. Cairren- 
DEN, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
carry into effect ihe provisional contract for the pur- 
chase ef a Jighi-house site at the West Pass of the 
Mississippi river, was taken up, read the second 
trme, and, on motion of Mr. BAYARD, referied to 
the Committee on Finance. 

On motionof Mr. WALKER, the Senate agreed 
to consider the bill from the Heuse confirming cer- 
lain pre-emption claims; but, having ascertained 
from the clerk that the bill had not been returned 
from the printer, 

On motion ot Mr. RIVES, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, and oc- 
cupied the remainder of the day thereon. 

Then it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, Avgust 18, 1842. 
Mr. THOS. W. WILLIAMS reported from 
the Committee on Commerce the following bills, 


which were read twice, and cominitted to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole: 


A bill to make the town and harbor of Cold 
Spring, on Long Island, in tbe State of New York, 
a port of delivery, and to appoint an assistant col- 
lector 

A bill for the relief of John Patten, jun., owner 
of the fishing schooner Credi', and the master and 
crew of said vessel. 

A bill for the relief of Abner Lowell and others, 
_owners of fisbing schooner William. 
| Mr. J. R INGERSOLL moved that the Com- 
aittee of the Whole be discharged from the bill to 
define and establisi the fiseal year of the Treasury 
of the United States, which was agreed to. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 


THE VETO—THE TARIFF. 


Mr. FILLMORE asked permission to report a 
resolution from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. WISE objected, if it were to interfere with 
the regular business. 

Mr. BOTTS said he, too, objected, if it were 
withdrawn by the gentleman from Virginia. [Mr 
Wisk.) 








There were loud eries 

House of ‘*‘What is i:?” 
Mr. FILLMORE said he would send it to the 

Chair, to be read ior the information of the House. 
The Clerk read the resolution as foliows: 


from ail parts of the 


Resolved, That it-is expeient to pass another revenue bill, 
the saine as that which recenily passed both Houses of Cou- 
gress, and has been returned by the President with his ot 


Uyee 
fious to (his Hou and, on reconsideration, | for wantot a 
Censtiiutional mi rity, entitled “An act to provide revenue 
from imports, and to cha and modify existing laws imposing 
luties on Imports, and for other purposes;”? with the exception 
ft the 27th secuon of said bill, which repeals the proviso 
the land distribution act, and so modified as to inake tea im 
ported in America vessels from bevond the Cape of Good 
Hope, and cotlee, free from duty; and that the Committee of 
Ways and Means be, and they are hereby, instructed to report 
sucha bill to this House, with all convenient despatch 


Mr. WISE said he should only occupy thirty- 
eigbt minutes- doe of his heur, 
which he paitially occupied yesterday; and there- 


—ihat being the res 


fore it would be but a pes'ponement of a shoit 
time, if the recola’i.n were 
finished. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the resolution, he ap- 
prehended, would cccupy bata few minutes, and 
he hoped ii would be disposed of. Tae commitice 
had reported it, in discharge of what they believed 
to be their duty. 


Mr. WISE said he 


delayed until he had 


would net ebject, if it should 
be understood that he had the floor. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BOTTS reiterated his objecticn to the intro- 
duction of the resolatien, 


Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether, after the 


he 
privileged question was Cysposed of, there would 
no! be an hour for the reception of reports? 

The SPEAKER said there weuld be the usual 
morning hour. 

Mr. FLL.LMORE intimated that he would defer 
the resolution unt:l the commeucement of the morn- 
ing hour. 

Mr. WISE then resumed his speech, which was 
partially delivered yesterday. He more particu- 
larly read and commented on the iollowirg pas- 
sage in the majority’s report: 


“They perceive that the whole legislative power of the Union 
has b-en for the last fitteen months, with regard to the action 
of Congress upon measures of vital importance, ina state of 
suspended animation, strangled by the five times repeated stric 
ture of the Executive cord 


They observe that, under these 
unexampled obstructior 


to the exercise of their high and leg 
timate duties, they have hitherto preserved the most respectiul 
forbearance towards the Executive Chief; that while he has, 
time after ime, annulled, by the mere act of his will, their com- 
inission from the people to enact laws for the common wel 
fare, they have forborne even the expression of their resent- 
ment for these multiplied insults and injuries; they believed 
they had a high destiny to fulfil, by administering to the peo- 
ple, in the formof law, remedies for the sufferings which they 
had too long endured. ‘The willof one man has frustrated 
all their labors and prostiated all their powers. The majority 
of the committee believe that the case bas occurred in the an- 
nalsof our Union, contemplated by the founders of the Con- 
stitution by the grant to the House of Representatives of the 
power to impeach the President of the United States; but they 
are aware that the resort to that expedient might, in the present 
condition of public affairs, prove abortive. They see that the 
irreconcilable differeuce of opinion and of action between the 
Legislative and Executive Di partmeuts ot theGoverninentis but 


ympathetic with the same discordant views and feeling among 
the people. To them alone the fina! issue of the struggle must 
be lett, In the sorrow and mortification under the failure of 


all their labors to redeem the honor and prosperity of their 
country, itis a cheering consolation to them that the termina 
tion of their own official existence is at hand; that they are even 
now about to return to receive the sentence of their constituents 
upon themselves; that the legislative power of the Union,crippled 
and disabled as it may now be, is about to pass, renovated and 
revivified by the will of the people, into other hands, upon 
whom will devolve the task of providing that remedy for the 
public distempers which their own honest and agoniziug ener- 
gies have in vain endeavored to supply.” 

The report went on to say: ** The power of the 
present Congress to enact laws essential to ihe wel- 
fare of the people has been struck with apoplexy 
by the executive hand.”? Whence, he inquired, 
came that cry? From the same souice [Mr. Ap- 
AMS] whence came the doctrine that the represent- 
ative ought not to be palsied by the will of the 
people! The report, in the exiract which he had 
read, said : “‘The majority of 'he committee be- 
lieve that the case has cccurred, in the annals of 
our Union, contemplated by the founders of the 
Constitution, by the grant to the Houce of Repre- 
sentatives of ihe power to impeach the President 
of the United States.” Whey had a majority of 
partisans in the Senate: and why not, then, pre- 
fer their articles of impeachment? He challenged 
his colleague [Mr. Borrs] to do so. 

Mr. BOTTS said he should do so in his own 
good time ; but he gave notice to the gentleman 
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that he had not abandoned his intention to impeach 
the President; and he should prosecute it at the 
next session of Congress. (Oh! Oh! and laugh- 
ter ] 

Mr. WISE asked his colleague if a betier time 
could be found than the presen!; and he called upon 
him to redeem his pledge to impeach. The gentle- 
man (Mr. Borrs] had with him a committee of ten 
to Uinee to cry out ibat the President was guilty of 
impeachable offences, and 100 to 80 in this House; 
bat, instead of putting the President on his trial, by 
preterring articles of impeachment, they skulked— 
ignosiniously skulked—from their duty, and 
turned their wrath and fury on the sacred instru- 
ment—ihe Consti What was their excuse? 
Why, “in the prest nt condition of affairs, it might 
prove abortive!” ‘Phey see that the irreconcilable 
diffetence of opinion and of action between the 
Legislative and Executive Departments of the Gov- 
ernment is Lut sympathetic with the same discor- 
cant views and feelings among the people.” They 
were palsied by the will of their constituents! 
Brave and noble action! After all the impu- 
cence and vulgarity with which the charges were 
made—atier the double declaration of a commit- 
tee of ten to three, and a House of 100 to 80 
—they retired from the issue when brought to the 
test. Asa friend to the President, knowing there 
vas a majorily in the Senate ggainst him, he 
(Mr. W.) cared them to the irial—he challenged 
them to the issue whether the President had 
usurped the power—designedly and wilfully usurp- 
ed the power to collect duties. He challenged 
them to go to the Senate for tria!; for they had no 
right to submit the President to any other tribunal. 
They could not try him here. Let it go to the 
Senate, the disposition of which was known; its 
feelings, whether ‘riendiy or unfriendly, were well 
known; and there were men there who believed 
the President to be no better than he ought to be. 
He asserted that there was law for the collection of 
imports; and ferthis be had the authority of the 
great, and divtinguished, and illustrious Chancellor 
Kent. He called upon them, then, to go before 
the Supreme Court on that question; and not, by 
the introduction of retroactive bills, and by declara- 
tions on this floor, hold out invocations to mer- 
chants, ina time of distress, to protest and refuse 
to pay even the small duties which could now be 
collected for the support < the Government. 

He would submit it to the people of the United 
States—to the constituents of those who would 
return to receive their sentence—wbether the 
course of the majority here was patriotic. Even 
if there was doubt in relation to the course to be 
pursued, was it not the duty of the officers of the 
Government to take such a course as would pre- 
vent the Government from starving? Such, how- 
ever, was the destructive spirit of the majority, 
that, for the purpose of heading Capt. Tyler, they 
were not only willing to condemn the President, 
but also to prevent the collection of revenue. The 
whole question resolved itself into this: should the 
Constitution be torn in tatters, merely because these 
gentlemen are disappointed in thrirschemes? [Here 
Mr. Wises hour expired. } 


tution. 


Mr. RAYNER next obtained the floor. Several 
gentlemen [Messrs. GraNnGerR, Guippinas, and 


Borrs] wished to make explanations, but he de- 
clined yielding. He had patiently listened to the 
speech of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Wise; and, though thal gentleman had commenced 
with a grand flourish of trumpets, he had heard 
nothing in the way of argument which was entitled 
toareply. Instead o! atiacking the impregnable 
postions of the report of the gentleman from Mas- 
sacbuselts, the gentleman had “skulked—ignomin- 
iously skulked”—the issues embraced in that report, 
and had, with a degree of “vulgarity” for which he 
was remarlcable, assailed the individual members 
of the committee. He (Mr. R) replied in the 
language applied by the gentleman to the mem- 
bers of the committee. He would now give the 
gentleman an opportanity to say how he intend- 
ed it. 

Mr. WISE said that, inasmuch as the gentleman 
from North Carolina had given him an opportuni- 
ty to say im what sense he had used his language, 
he would declare that he referred to the action of 
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the committee and the House itself. He had said 
that the majority of the committee, and the House, 
ignominiou-ly skulked from their duty in their pub- 
lic and collec Hle spoke of the mem- 
bers, not ip their individual, but in their responsi 
ble, representative character. He had reflecied 
upon no member personaily—pnot even his col- 


ive Capacity 


league, {Mr. Borts,] to whoin alone he had refer- 
red individua!ly, and who ca not take exception 
to whathe said. It was his iateption, however, to 


the committee and the 


array the conduct of 
in their collective capacity, before the people; and 
he now repeated the declaration, tbat their couduct 
was marked by impndent vu! the 
courage of impeachment. 

Mr. RAYNER said that, inasmuch as the gen- 
tleman from Virginia bad disclaimed anything per- 


I! would accept the explana- 


riouse, 


garily, wiiheaut 


sonal to himself, he 
tion. 

Mr. WISE took occasion to pronounce the same 
languaee he had formerly used towards the cour 
of the commiitee in ihe Liouse. 

Mr. RAYNER continuec. He was will: 
retract the resnark made in relation to the 
gentieman from Virginia, |[Mr. Wise,] inasmuch 
as no:hing personal was intended towards bimeelf. 
But, inasmuch as ihe gen'!emaahad made his re- 
marks apply io the whole Whig paity, be would 
say that the gendleman’s party was subject to the 
same charges. He hurled back the language in 
the face of the Administration Tyler party. 

Here Mr. BOYTS rose and desired to know 
what remarks had been adiressed to him by the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wisx,] and at 
which the gentleman said he (Mr. B.) had taken 
no offence. 

Mr. WISE <aid he referred '« 
had made eacue \ brine in his articles 
of impeachment. He had 

Mr. BOTTS «aid he liad already answered that 
remark 

Mr. RAYNER resumed, 
that he stood here 
fensive janguage Was Ut 
to be his duty to reply by words, and, if necessary, 
by corresponding action. He denied that gentle- 
men had any right to denominate the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] as the leader 
of the Whig party; for that gentleman : fien voted 
against the majority in the House. But, even if 
he were the leader, he was infinitely superior to the 
leaders of the other party in bo'h Hou<es—one ot 
whom [Mr. Joun C. Catnoun] had hoisted the 
banner of nullification, and the other [Mr. C.J 
IncersoLt} declared that he would have been a 
tory had he lived in the days of the Revolution. 

He was commeniing upon the reporis of the 
minority, denouncing them as puerile and malig- 
nant attacks on the Whig party; when 

Mr. GILMER interrupied him,and remarked 
that the application ef the term “puerile” might be 
a matter of opinion; but he wished to know whether 
the gentleman meant to charge him with making 
a malignant attack upon the Whig party. 

Mr. RAYNER said he would answer the ques- 
tion when he came to examine the genitleman’s re- 
port. 

He proceeded to reply to the remarks of the 
gentleman trom Virginia, |[Mr. Wise.] who charged 
that the gentleman from Massacbusetis [Mr. 
Apams] was the prime mover and ieader of the 


s he had 


the challenge he 
to his col 
do it. 


dared him to 


and 
tay a 
up il te : 


went on to Say 
nsive. When of- 
towards him, he felt it 


select committee. He could tell the gentleman 
from Virginia that there were members of the 
committee who went much further in their views 


than the gentleman from Massachusetts was 
willing to go. He, (Mr. R ) among others, was in 
favor of an impeachment of the President; but the 
gentieman from Massachusetts thought that the 
time for thathad not yet come. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts could not be cal!ed the leader, 
merely because he was selecied to draw up a re- 
port expressive of the views of the majority. 

He then entered into an argument against the 
veto power, contending that it should be abolish- 
ed; and that the framers of the Constitution, who 
were not endued with prescience, erred in inserting 
jt in that instrument. He next reviewed the re- 
porto! ihe gentieman from Virginia (Mr. Git- 
MER,]| and, though admitting it to bein good tem- 
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per, pronounced it to bedeficicnt ia esprit du corps— 
ioo Jaudatory of ‘he Presiden', and too much of an 
attack on the Whig party. He reviewed the 
course of Mr Tyler in the Virginia Legislature, 
upon the distribution of the public land, and con- 
tend: d that he was committed to the principle ot! 
the law passed at the extra session Next in or- 
cer he took up the report made by the -entleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. ]NGgRsoLt,] and criti- 
cised it generally. He charged the gentleman 
from Pennsyivania with going to the President’s 
and playing the jester to that officer ; with dining 
there frequently; with marching there at the head 
of acolumnof Democratic members, and makinga 
neech to the Presicent in their behalf; and with of- 
fering the famous sentiment of ‘ veto and ditto.” 
Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL rose and denied em- 
phaticaily ihe allegations made against him. It 
was wholly untrue that he had gone witha body of 
I made a sj to the Pres 


i cent; 
had he offered any sentiment of ‘‘veto 


and 


Jemocrats, and speech 


nenher 
ditto.” 

Mr. PEARCE here rose and made an explana- 
tion, based on the fact that he had stated to the 
gentieman from North Carolina [Mr. Rayner] a 
conversation between himself and the genticman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. C. J. JNGEnRsoty,] in 
which the latter had seem:nely admitted the truth 
o! the charge made against him—that be would 
have been a tory had he lived in the days of the 
tevolution. The substance of the explacation 
was, thatthe gentleman from Pennsylvania |Mr. 
C. J. Inaersout] had,'in his playful way, referred 
io the charge made again.t him, in order to prove 
his independence of character; not contradicting 
the charge, but manifesting a stoical indifference 
towards it. 

Mr. RAYNER said that none of his remarks in 
relation to the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
C. J. IncerRsoLtt}] were based on the statemeni 
made to him in conversation by the gentieman 
from Maryland (Mr. Pearce } 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he would assure 
the gentleman from North Carelina [Mr. Rayner] 
that nothing which he had said had made him feel 
sore in the least. 

Mr. RAYNER. So might the rhinoceros say. 
You must peneirate the skin, in order to hurt 
him. 

Mr. SAUNDERS said he desired to ask his co!- 
league [Mr. Rayner] a single question; and that 
was—-2s his colleague was absent at the time of the 
passage of the tariff bill, and as he declined voting 
yesterday, though in his place—he desired to 
know whether he would have voted for the bill or 
nit? 

Mr. RAYNER replied, with feeling, that he did 
not recognise any right on the part of the gentle- 
inan to interrogate him as to how he should have 
voted on tha', Or any other question. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Then the gentleman declines 
to answer. 

Mr. RAYNER then said, had he been present, he 
rather inclined to think he should have voted 
against the bill. He answered the question because 
he chese to answer it, and not because the gentle- 
man had propeunded it. 

He then went on to argue that the distributior 
question was one of the main and most general 
issues in the jast Presidential contest; and that it 
shouid be regarded as settled in that conflict. 

Mr. G. DAVIS addressed the House in support 
of the report and resolutions, and principal'y iu 
Oppo-i'ion to the veto power. This power, when 
incorporated in the Constituticn, was intended by 
its framers to be a conservative one. It was so in 
the hands of Washington, and would be so in the 
hands of any good President. But the anticipa- 
uons of our fathers had proved delusory, and it had 
resulted in provipg to be as absolute a veto as tha 
exercised by the King of England. He would asic 
his respected colleague, [Mr. Marsna.t,]} in whose 
genius, talents, and judgment he had the highest 
coofidence—he would ask him if it was intended 
by the framers of the Constitntion to incorporate 
| in itan absolute veto power. The gentleman froin 

Pennsylvania contended that this power in our 
| Constitution was not an absolute one—that it was 
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merely suspensory, and intended to refer the 




















measure objected to, to the arbitrament of the peo- 
ple. But names did not alter things; and any one 
who would Jovk into the practical effect of this 
power, as recently exercised, would come to the 
conclusicn that it was as absolute as that of the King 
of England, or of the Roman tribunes. He ad- 
mitied that ihe President had the power to veto a 
bill; but he had the same power to velo all bills. 
Now, if he should veto all the bills passed by 
Congress, would any one deny that the power 
should be expunged from the Constitu ion?. Then, 
if he should veto a number of bills essential for the 
prosperity and well-being of the country, several 
times in succession; ought not the power, for the 
same reason, to be abolished? After a reply from 
Mr. D. to the remarks of Mr. Wisz— 

Mr. ARNOLD said that this question, as had 
been well remarked by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, was above all other questions; and, there- 
fore, if gentlemen thought proper to debate it fully, 
he had no objections. He should not, as it had 
heen apprehended, move the previeus question. 
He considered it above all the other questions of 
the country—above the tariff; above the question 
of distribuuon; and above all other questions, ex- 
cept that of liberty itself. In faci, it was of itself 
the very question of liberty. 

If h= could have been astonished at anything in 
this House, he should have been astonished yester- 
day at the declaration of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Marswatt,] that be thought a Govern- 
ment of a majority was the worst Government in 
the world, He was surprised also to hear the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Wisr] say that he con- 
curred most heartily in the sentiments of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, which to him (Mr. A.) ap- 
peared to strike at the very foundations of the 
Goveramen!, and calculated to throw us into anar- 
chy and confusion. Talk about the doctrines of 
Fanny Wright, and of Robert Dale Owen, or any 
of those egrarian infidels whici went to the de- 
struction cf alllaw and orde:! They were but as 
a farthing rushlight to the sun, in comparison with 
the doctrines avowed by these gentlemen. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked leave to make an 
explanation; and on Mr. ARNoLp’s declining to 
yield: the floor, said that one of his constituents 
(Mr. Owen) had been unjustiy assailed, and what 
was said of him was not true. 


Mr. ARNOLD said that, when the gentleman 
from Kentucky and the gentleman from Virginia, 
who acted as the mouth-piece of the President 
here, gel up, und advecate such doctrines, he would 
say that they were far more dangerous than any of 
the agrarian doctrines that had been preached in 
New York and elsewhere. It was equivalent to 
saying that the people were not capable of self- 
government, Our ancestors thought that the peo- 
ple were capable of self-government; but, in the 
short space of fifty years, a doctrine had got into 
Congress, that the minority should rule the majori- 
ty; and ithad become a question whether the one- 
man power in this country was supreme, and 
whether the Executive bad ail the legislative as 
well as the execulive power in ihe Government. 

Mr. A. looked upon the speech of the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Mansnatt] as an effort to 
gain admit'ance into the Democratic party. It 
was like an alien’s filing his declaration and ap- 
plication for citizenship upon his first entering into 
the country; and the time chosen by the gentle- 
uan was, when the prospects of the Whig party 
appeared to be gloomy. When the clouds hang 
darkiy around us, (said Mr. A.,) our friends are 
beginning to leave us. 

Mr. A. said that gentlemen here, with the most 
sanctimonious countenance, exclaimed that the 
Constitution was so sacred and venerable an in- 
strument, that it would not do totouchit. This 
was a new-born zeal. Did the framers of the 
Constitution hold it in such high esteem? No; 
they looked upon it as good men do upon poor, 
frail human nature—necessarily imperfect, aod 
susceptible of amendment; which could be made 
in the pregress of time, as pointed out by experi- 
ence. At the very time that they framed this in- 
strument, they supposed that a great many defects 
would be found in it, which their shortsightedness 
did not then enable them to discover; and they 
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therefore provided the means by which amendments 
might be made. IndeeJ, it had been amended 
several times since its adeption. 

He continued the discussicn of the veto power, 
and contrasted its exercise in the United States 
with its exercise in England, where it had been 
said, monarchy as it was, there was wore iiberty 
than in this republic. Here they had had four ve- 
toes and one perjury in fifteen months. 

Mr. COLQUITT replied to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Arnoxp,] first dwelling with 
caustic playfulness on matters of a personal na- 
ture. The gentleman from Tennessee had said 
that he belonged to neither party, though he acted 
occasionally with a party. Such a declaration 
was almost sufficient to induce him (Mr. C.) to 
conclude that the Bentleman from Tennessee was 
about to do what had been condemned in others— 
desert a falling party. ‘The gentleman from 
Tennessee, in the course of bis remarks, seemed 
to consider himself net simply as the Repre- 
sentative of his district, but as understanding 
and representing the feelings of the people of this 
great nation; and that his voice, therefore, ought 
to be obeyed, unconnected, as he declared bimselt 
to be, with either of the great parties. Nobedy 
else was honest, or wise, or an advocate for econ- 
omy, but that gentleman himself. Tac Whig paity 
did not stand up to him; and he who undersiood so 
well the opinions of the people of this country, and 
was prepared to be the Representative of them ail, 
was a!mostin desnair because he could not suececd 
in causing the President, the Whig party, and the 
Locofoco party—ali to bow down io him, and seck 
his protection. 

The gentleman from Tennessee had alluded to 
language which he said had been used in relation 
to his [Mr. ARNnotp’s] want of education; but he 
(Mr. Co.auirr) would not use such language, for, 
if he should judge from the high tone cf the gentle- 
man’s eloquence, the chastity of his language, and 
the fertili'y of bis mind, as exhibited in this dis- 
cussion, he should conclude that gentleman had 
passed through many grades ef scholaste distine- 
tion, and that he had developed many natura! tal- 
ents since he left the walls of his alma mater. 

The gentieman from Tennessee had talked about 
the statesmen of °76—men whose names were pro- 
claimed by the trump of feme—who formed our 
glorious Cunstitution. But did not the gentleman 
know that, by his attack, he was not warring on the 
majority or the minority of this House, but on the 
Constitution itself, which those revered men formed? 
The statesmen of °76 were met under diffecent cir- 
cuuistances than those in which they in that House 
were then assembled. The statesmen of °76 had just 
come from the field of strife; and if the members of 
that House were met under similar circumstances, 
he doubted not they wovld have none of those 
party factions which distracied their counsels. 
But their protection was in the Constitution; for 
those distinguished men by whom it was framed 
appeared to have foreseen and guarded against 
that spirit of ambition, of party, and of faction; 
and they inserted that which the gentleman from 
Tennessee designated “the one-man power.” But 
who was the Presideat of the United States, in 
whom that power was vested? The framers of 
the Constitution expected him to be a man whose 
fame would be wafied on every breeze, and around 
whom the people would be prepared to rally ia de- 
fence of popular rights; they expected bim to be 
not the representative of a district, but of the 
whele people; while they (the members of that 
House) were but the Representatives of the com- 
ponent paris of this great nation. He, (Mr. C,) 
then, looked upon this Government as formed to 
guard against that which had been often urged 
against it—a spirit of factious democracy. Many 
had predicted the overthrow of this and other re- 
publics; but that could only be done by the destruc- 
tion of those separate branches of its Government 
which were designed to protect the rights of the 
whole people. 

The gentleman from Tennessee, by his argu- 
ment, and the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Apams,] by the resolution which he had reported, 
Struck directly at the balancing powers of this 
Government; and he [Mr. Cotauitr] laid it down 
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as a proposition, that the liberues oi the people 
were only endangered by legisiation or by revolu- 
tion. The President’s power was but a check on 
kegislaticn; he could make no Javs, though he 
might plevent Jaws from iaking efieci, which the 
majority might pas-; and this was a conservalive 
power, to guard 

system of legislation, such as they had wi nessed in 
the passage of baak bilis, backrup! : 
tion acts, and high protective tariff Much evil 
created by legislation, end ihis “ones 


against. the evils of a Jog-rojling 


distribu- 


might be 
man power” was one of 
stitution placed on such legis 
man from Masseckuseus [¥ ADAMs]—a laie 
President—alter being !ong in the pubic service, 
during which time he had given in his adhesion to 
this feature of the Constitution, complained of a 
President for the exercise of a cons'itutonal power. 
Take the exercise of it in relation to a bank, of 
which corplaint was made; aad, per 


, permit him to ask, 
how did that House knew that it was the will of 


he checks which the Cun- 


ation; yel ine gentie- 
fr. 


~ 


2 ae F 


the nation thal there should be a national bank? 
The gentieman said they had come there to carry 

out Whig policy; bot he asted, emphatically, 

whether that wheh was proclaimed here as W! 


pe licy, Was the policy of the people. He hoped 
this was to bea government by the people; and du- 
ring the Jute Presidentia! contest, many of the peo- 
ple were induced to sustain Gen. Harri 
prociamation of his epposttion to a Bank of the 
United States. He deuted that the people had de- 
termined in favor ot a National Bank. Mr. Tyler 
was also represented as opposed to a bank where it 
suited Whig policy; and the question was not 
dicided by the people, as was represenied. 
Let them look, tao, at the reeord in relation 
io this tarift bill, and see wheiher it had passed by 
a majority of the Representativ: s of the people sent 
to these halis. Why, some of tie Senators were 
found voting for the passage of the bank bill, in 
direct opposition to the people whom they repre- 
sented; and as tiey could not pass it here by the 
constitutional ma y, let them go hack, and try 
if they could pa by the people. This tariff bill 
was evidenily never intended to be a revenue meas- 
ure, buta measure for protection, and for revenue 
but incidentally; and he predicted thet that bill, ii 
itshould be adopted, would not raise as much rey 
enue as the 20 per cent. sysiem. He then pro- 
ceeded to make some remarks in reference to the 
gentieman from Mass..chusetts, [Mr. Apams,] ona 
report made in 1823, by Mr. Jarvis; 2nd then spoke 
of the outcry against Executive dictation and am- 
bition, and denied their right to impute motives to 
the President. 

Gentlemen talked of this Government as being 
the worst Governmen: in the world. His col- 
league had made a similar declaration; and though 
the President had caved 


on by th 


the people from an odious 


law, yet they were prepsred here to avow that, if 


the arm of an assassin was raised to take his life, 
they would not interpoce an arm to save him. And 
these were the men who were endeavoring to al- 
ter the Constitution. 

But as to the subject of the tariff: bow did the 
the bill pass? Could it be said that it was sus- 
tained by a majority on that floor? And suppose 
the Constitution to be amended so as to suit the 
views of these gentlemen: it had yet to be shown 
thatthe bill would even then become a law. If 
every man had been true to his principles, it never 
would have gone tothe President tor his sane- 
tion. And he would ask if there was everan ce- 
casion when it was more jast and proper that the 
President should stand between the people and 
their oppressors, by the exercise of the velo power, 
than upon the subject of improper taxation—no 
matter who that President might be,or by what 
party chosen? 

But he cesired to call the atiention of the Houce 
to another circumstance cunnecied with the pas- 
sage of that bill, and it was ihis: that, as far as that 
House knew what. tbe voice of the people really 
was, previous to, and at the time of, the geperai 
elections, they were traitors to their duty, as rep- 
resenting ihat popular voice, which, it was univer- 
sally admitted, was favorable !o the compromise. 
The great Whig party were favorable to that act; 
and if ever it was proper, therefore, tor a President 
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| of the United States to exercise the velo power, it 


was assuredly in relation to a biil which violated 


{| the provisions of that compromi-e 


He was not sure that the issue had been fairly 
made up; bat this he knew—and it had an impore 
fant bearing upon the question—that as far as In- 
teliigence bad reached them, there was a universal 
murmur ot discontent against the bill. And he 
would repeat, that, fever the President had a right 
lo exercise Gis executive function in regard to any 
‘oubtedly had in regard to this one. He 
was well assured that a lower rate of duties would 
amount of revenue. Then, where- 
clo impose high dutie.? They operated 
nol for ihe benefit of the artisan, or the laborer, 
ut fer the benefit of the capitalist. In matters 
of this kind, personal wariare was the poorest 
sort of watfare on earth; nay, it wes the most 
pernicious in which the Representatives of a free 
neople could induize. The Constitution itself bad 
r the protection of American in- 





ratso a larzer 


} : 1, 
falseu DUuLWards | 


teres!s i the trne princip es of this Government, 
vader that © itation, should be carried out by 
every boooratle means. Efitherto, a liberal con- 


ruction of that instrument had prevailed; but now, 

upon its construction, it became ne- 
wage War against the instrument itself, 
The oue-men power, as it was called, was decried 
and cenounced, and gentlemen talked about in- 
Structious and dictation. So far as he was concern- 
ed, he threw to the winds all such imputations. He 
levired nu deception to be practised. There were 
certain principles whica he helieved to be most 
conduc.ve to the general good: 1f others thought dif- 
ferently, Jet them enter fairly the field of conflict, 
and go before the people, and submit the matter to 
their aecision. 

Another remark had been made, to which he 
wished to repiy. -lt had been asserted that the 
President was seduced by the Democratic party 
into acting as he had dene. He knew ncthing 
about a bargain or contract between the President 
ant any party; but this he would say—he cared 
not who was the President, or by what party elect- 
ed, he, for one, was not prepared to vilify and 
abuse him for the exercise of a constitutional 
power. He would ge further. He would say 
thal, while the act was in consonance with what 
he believed to be the true interests of the country, 
he, for one, was iully.pr oared to give it his sanc- 
tio . 

‘The hour having expired, Mr. GRANGER rose 
for the purpose of calling the attention of the gen- 
tieman from Virginia [Mr. Wisr] to a publication 
in the National Intelligencer; and upon the gen- 
tleman’s answer would depend the fact as to 
whether he (Mr. Grancer) would feei it necessary 
to address the House; but, as he did not observe 
the gentleman at this moment in his place, he 
would waive the subject. And, as he believed the 
interests of the country required that, instead of 
protracting the discussion of this question, they 
should put tnemse!ves in a situation to act, he 
would now move the previous question. 


Mr. ADAMS said he believed it would be ac- 
knowledged by the House that he had reason for 
desiring to have an opportunity tosay a few words; 
but he would refrain altogether, and leave the 
question to be taken at once. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN catled for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

On taking the question, the yeas were 14, andthe 
nays 140, 

So the motion for reconsideration was rejected. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the standiag com- 
mitiecs he called on for reports. 

Mr. PROFFIT hoped not. 
gol enough before us already. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to take up the report of the 
select commitiee on the President’s exposition of 
his reasons for sigaing the apportionment bill. 

Toe SPEAKER said that the motion was notin 
order, the report not being in the business of the 
morning heur. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO suggested that there were 
some bills from the Senate that ought to be acted on. 

Tne SPEAKER declared that the regular order 
of bustness was the reception of reports from stand- 
ing and select committees. 
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Mr. WELLER moved that the House resolve 
itself intoa Committee of the Whole on the stale 
of the Union; which motion was rejected. 

Reports then were made from the following com- 
mittees: 

By Mr. ANDREWS, of Kentucky: From the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. TALIAFERRO: From the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. STRALTON: From the Committee cn 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCLELLAN of 
the Committee on Patents, viz: 

The bill from the Senate, in addition to the act 
entitled An act to promote the progress of the 
useful ar's, and to repeal all other acts on the sub- 
ject, without amendment 

From the Committee 





New York: From 


of Ways and Means: Mr. 


FILLMORE reported the following resolution : 
Resolved, T Is eX] ) pass another enue 
the same as that which re y | i 1 Houses of ¢ 
gress and has te recy i e President, wi 
tions, to this House, and, on ree tderau t for want of 
the con-ututional mnajority, er “]“Anact to provide re 
nue from imports, and t ia incl wiify exis iws im 
posing duvies on imports, and lor other purposes,” with the ex- 
ception of the 27th section of said bill, which repeals the pro- 
viso to tl and distribution act; and eo moditied as to make tea 
imported from beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and coffee, im 
ported in American vessels, free from duty ; and that the 
Committee of Way and Means be, and they are hereby, in 
structed to report such a bill to this Ho with all conveutent 
despatch. 


Mr. F., after stating the objects of the resolution, 
observed that he had reported it as the organ of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, only for the 
purpese of testing the sense of the House on the 
subject, and of ascertaining whether it was practi- 
cable to pass another ievenue measure at this ses- 
sion; but that, situated as he was, he should de- 
cline voting on it himself. Mr. F. then called for 
the previous question. 


Mr. BOTTS moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, and called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WARREN moved a call of the House, which 
was not carried. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said he would be grati- 
fied if the gentleman from New York would let the 
resolution fie till to-morrow. 

Mr. FILLMORE declinine— 

The qvestion was then taken on Mr. Borts’s 
motion to jay the resolution on the table, and re- 
jected—yeas 75, nays 103. 

YFAS—Mersrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andiews, 
Arno!d, Arrington, Atherion, Botts, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Camp. 
bell, Thos. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, 
Craveus, Cross, Daniel, Dawsor, Doan, Egbert, 
Gamble, Gilmer, Goggin, Wm. O. Goode, Gra- 
ham, Green, Habersham, Holmes, Hopkins, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, King, Lane, Lewis, 
Livn, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, McKay, 
McKeon, Mallory, John T. Maron, Mathiot, 
Mathews, Owsley, Payne, Rayner, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rogers, Rooseveit, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, William Smith, Steenrod, Sumter, John 
B. Thomp:on, R. W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Underwood, Warren, Warhington, Jos. 
L. White, James W. Williams, and Wcod—75 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Appleton, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Bee 
son, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden 
Brockway, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Bur- 
nell, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper 
Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, R. D. 
Davis, Dean, John Edwazis, Everett, Ferris, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, Junn G. Fioyd, Gentry, Patrick 
G. Goode, Cordon, Granger, Hall, Halsted, Hays, 
How2.d, Hadscn, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. 
«agersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, Keim, 
John P. Kennedy, Robert McClellan, McKennan, 
Toomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Pearce, Pen- 
dleton, Piamer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randal!, Atexander Randall, Randolph, 
Read, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, William Rus<e!] 
James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Shepperd. 
Slade, Truman Smith, Sianly, Stratton, Jehn T. 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
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Triplet, Trumbull, Van Buren, Van Rennselaer, 
Wallace Ward, Weller, Edward D. White, Thos. 
W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Wise, Yorke, and A. Young—103 

Mr. FILLMORE moved acall of the House; 
which being ordered, (ayes 82, noes 60) the roll 
was called, aod 189 members answered to their 
hames,. 

The absentees being called, it was found that 211 
members were present. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, further pro- 
ceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York desired to 
know whether his colleague (Mr. FittmMore] had 
not announced his determination not to vote -on 
either side on the resolution? [Loud cries of ‘‘or- 
ier, order.” 

Mr. FILLMORE answered that he had. 

The CHAIR said that the question was out of 
order. 

Mr. HAYS of Virginia inquired whether he 
could not havea division of the question on the 
resoluiion, and quoted the 41st rule, which is in the 
following words: 


Any member may call for the division of a question, which 
hall be divided it it comprehend propositions in substance 
o distinct that, one being taken away,a substantive proposi- 
jon shall rernain for the decision of the House 


The SPEAKER said that this was not the time 
to ask for a division. The proper time would be 
when they were about voting on the resolution. 

Mr. HOLMES raised the guestion of order, 
whe:her the Commitice of Ways and Means had 
a right to offer this resolution without further in- 
struction from the House: said committee having 
exhausted its fanctioas in reporting the tariff bill 
vetoed by the President, and lost upon a reconsid- 
eration by the House, and the House having also 
distinctly refused to reter the subject to them again. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 

Mr. PROFFIT wacted to ask a question of the 
Chair. [Loud cries of “order.”] He wanted to 
know if the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, who was not going to vote himself, 
ought to gag others by calling the previous question. 

‘The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 

The yeas and nays on the main question, (being 
the adoption of the resolution,) having been called 
for, were ordered. 

Mr. HAYS here called for a division of the res- 
olution, so as to take the question on that part of 
it which declares that it is expedient to pass another 
revenue bill; and referred to the rule of the House 
he had juat cited. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be out of 
orcer, on the ground tha’, if the first division should 
be rejected, there would be no sense in the re- 
mainder. 

Mr. HAYS eppealed from the decision of the 
Chair; but, on taking the vote, it was sustained by 
the House. 

The question on the adoption of the resolution 
was then put; and the roll having been called 
through, 

Mr. WISE inquired of the Chair if he was 
not bound to vote? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WISE again inquired if the A’s, B’s, C’s, 
&c. did not come on the ro/l before the W’s? 

The SPEAKER replied that they did. 

Mr. WISE said he would inform the Speaker 
that there were several gentlemen near him who 
had not voted. He would name two as a speci- 
men, and gave their names because he could vouch 
for them. They were Mr. Matuiot of Ohio, and 
Mr. Catuoun of Massachusetts. 

Mr. McKENNAN called the gentleman to order. 

Mr. WISE rose to announce that if Messrs. 
Mararot and CaLnoun voted, he would vote, 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York asked wheth- 
erhis colleague from the Buffalo dis'rict, [Mr. 
Fittmore,}] and his colleague from the Albany 
district, [Mr. Bannarp,] had voted. 

The SPEAKER answered that they had not; 
and that it was out of the power of the Chair to 
compe! members to vote, without some action by 
the House. 

Mr. WISE asked if it was in order to make 
members vote. 
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The SPEAKER said something, not heard by 
the reporter. 

Mr. WISE. ThenI move that the Clerk call 
the names of those members who have not voted. 
He pointed to the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means as one. 

Tbe SPEAKER said that he had no power over 
the subject. If the gentleman from Virginia would 
name any one who had not voted, and send his 
name to the Chair, he would put the question to the 
House. 

Mr. WISE said that he would do so. 

Messrs. CALHOUN and MATHI0T here voted 


no, 


Mr. McCLELLAN of New York desired the 
Clerk to call the name of his colleague, the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. 
Fittmone,]} and his colleague from the Albany dis- 
trict, [Mr. BaRNarp.] 

Mr FILLMORE said he would save the gentle- 
man further trouble on his account; and as he had 
been earnestly solicited by several of his friends 
aroand him te yote, he would vote no. 

Mr. WISE. Then I vote no, and withdraw my 
point of order. 

Several more votes were then taken, and the 
Chair announced the vote to be yeas 86, nays 
114, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Appleton, Aycrigg, Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, Birds- 
eye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Brockway, Jere- 
miah Brown, Burnel), Calhoun, Chittenden, John 
C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Da- 
vis, Richard D. Davis, John Edwards, Everett, 
Ferris, Fessenden, Geriy, Giddings, P. G. Goode, 


| Graneer, Hall, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, 


Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, William W. Irwin, Keim, McKennan, T. 
F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, New- 
hard, Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, Plumer, 
Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 
Randolph, Read, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Wm. 
Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonsiall, Sanford, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stratton, John T. Siuart, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Ward, Westbrook, Edward D. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Jos. L. Williams, Yorke, 
and Augustus Young—86. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, 
Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Black, Botts, 
Boyd, Milton Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldweil, Patrick C. Caldwell, John 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thos. J. Camp- 
beil, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cravens, 
Cross, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Doan, John C. Ed- 
wards, Egbert, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Gamble, 
Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gor- 
don, Graham, Greea, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, 
Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, William Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, John P. Kennedy, An- 
drew Kennedy, King, Lane,*Lewis, Linn, Little- 
field, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Mallory, John Thomson Ma- 
son, Mathiot, Matthews, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, 
Owsley, Payne, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Red- 
ing, Reynolds, Rhett, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, Sollers, 
Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
Summers, Sumter, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, 
Turney, Underwood, Warren, Washington, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Joseph L. White, J. W. Williams, 
C. H. Williams, Wise, and Wood—114. 


Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to introduce a bill entitled An 
act to provide revenue from imports, and to change 
and modify existing laws imposing duties on im- 
ports, and for other purposes; and on this question 
he called for the yeas and nays. 

Messrs. GRANGER and BOTTS at the same 
time rose and moved en adjournment. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN called for the yeas and 
nays on the question; which were ordered, and re- 
sulted in yeas 110, nays 80. 

So the House adjourned. 
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